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40,000 people reached by the awareness 
campaign on Preventing Transmission  
of the HIV/AIDS virus from Mother  
to Child 40,000 

30,000
10,968 
5,700
2,700
1,899
1,170
482
395
292
280 

10,968 calls taken on Freephone 1455, the 
anonymous line dedicated to widows

30,000 meals distributed to street children 

2,700 families received medical kits 

5,700 families received insecticide nets 

1,170 birthing kits distributed 

1,899 micro-projects financed 

395 patients received chemotherapy  
or radiotherapy treatment 

482 people living with a motor handicap 
benefited from services delivered by the 
Handicap Maintenance Workshops 

280 pupils of third year primary school 
(CE2) trained in didactic applications  
on the iPad

292 literacy sessions dispensed to minors  
in custody 
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7Sylvia Bongo Ondimba’s Word, Founder

The Foundation has made significant progress since its creation three  
years ago. Three years spent working to serve Gabonese families, three years  
listening, reaching out, acting with determination to improve living conditions  
for all our populations. 
 
The multitude and breadth of the work we have engaged in are proof of the 
motivation and involvement my teams displayed, and I thank them for that.  
I am proud to be pushing forward with people whose energy and drive have 
remained intact, in order to express, feel and truly experience our values  
and our dreams. 

Since its creation, the actions of the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for  
the Family have particularly targeted youth, women and populations in need. 

For our widows, for our incarcerated juveniles, for people carrying the burden  
of disability, for our mothers, for our street children, for our school children,  
we have mobilised to the best of our ability in order to improve their existence 
and change the lives of thousands of families. 

The strategic orientations which had guided us so far were supported and 
reinforced.  Now with the benefit of hindsight, we are able to move forward,  
open to evolutions, open to questioning like what we do and how we do it,  
in such a way to shape and allow improvements in the building of our great 
country. 

As this fourth year is dawning, we shall pursue the efforts we have started  
by consolidating the early results. We should  also focus our attention on  
flagship projects, and finally optimise our resources in order to further 
strengthen the impact our achievements have had on the daily lives of the  
most vulnerable populations. 
 
We must provide concrete answers to an ambition which is, in our eyes, 
fundamental: to significantly reduce the social inequalities our country suffers 
from.  To this end, we undertake to support as a matter of priority, the areas 
which we consider to be the essential pillars of a just and inclusive society: 
healthcare and education. 

Our objective: to build the Gabon of tomorrow, a Gabon of talent, a sound 
Gabon, a Gabon which can be confident in the future of its children.
 
I am counting on each and every one of you to continue to support our initiatives 
and our projects by bringing forward your ideas, your competence, your energy. 
We each have a role to play and a duty to deliver.

Sylvia Bongo Ondimba’s Word, Founder
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9Governance, Values and Missions of the Foundation

Governance
The Sylvia Ondimba Bongo 
Foundation for the Family’s 
management method rests on the 
importance of values. Solidarity, 
creativity and innovation are first 
and foremost in its ethos. Its culture 
is a culture of the community, forever 
looking to serve public interest.

Our objective is to act for the 
emergence of a united and strong 
nation that offers each and every  
person the opportunity to contribute  
to the development of society.

Our mission is to encourage  
all Gabonese people to become true 
development partners and to take 
responsibility for their own success,  
so that everyone can benefit from  
the new development opportunities.

Our scope is the entire Gabonese 
population, including the most 
vulnerable people, so that all causes 
can be listened to and heard.

Our strength resides in our expert 
knowledge of Gabon, of the issues  
it faces, and in our capacity to 
mobilise and bring together  
national and international expertise 
to encourage and promote the best 
initiatives whilst spreading awareness 
and a sense of responsibility.

Missions
Educate the majority on neglected 
themes by speaking out for those  
who have no voice.

Mobilize business people and political 
figures by allowing them to get actively 
involved at a national, regional and 
even international level.

Act by setting up concrete  
projects that correspond as much  
as possible to the needs expressed  
by the populations.

Innovate by proposing creative  
and sustainable solutions focused  
on the pursuit of excellence.

Values
Honesty and Integrity  
We are evolving within a professional 
environment founded upon trust 
and tolerance, and we respond 
dynamically and objectively for  
the benefit of the greatest number  
of people.

Solidarity  
We reinforce the capacity of people 
and communities to take action 
together in order to find sustainable 
solutions to their problems.

Complementarity  
Our actions are designed to  
complement those of the public  
authorities. We work in  
collaboration with the authorities  
as well as with organizations and 
businesses which respect  
our principles.

Family  
We believe in what constitutes  
the pillar of our society and the 
 heart of the Gabonese nation:  

our families and our communities.  
Our actions are focused on 
strengthening family values at all  
levels in society. 

Professionalism  
We strive to promote an inspiring  
and stimulating team spirit, wherein 
each person is capable of working 
effectively and can grow by 
implementing concrete actions  
for the common good.
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11Our Fields of Action

Initiatives for Young People
We want to provide support to young people, to inform them,  
stimulate them and promote their sense of civic responsibilty and  
accountability so that they can better prepare for the future.

Initiatives for Women
We are striving to consolidate the role women already play  
within the family and giving them a major role within our  
societies by supporting their rights and enabling them to  
acquire true economic independence.

Initiatives for Solidarity
We are constantly working to find solutions to help all  
vulnerable people find their place in society and to involve  
them in development activities.

Capacity for Building a Civil Society
We want to train members of civil society in organizational  
management and encourage civil society initiatives through  
project tenders.
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13The Events of 2013

1st Edition of the Ozavino Scholarship Awards: 
Excellence “Made in” Gabon

On 26th October 2013 in a ceremony which took place in the amphitheatre of the 
Ecole Nationale d’Administration de Libreville, the President of the Foundation, 
Madame Sylvia Bongo Ondimba, officially awarded the Ozavino scholarship 
to the two young women laureates of the 1st edition. Before a very attentive 
audience made up of Terminale (final year of secondary school) classes from 
various schools around Libreville as well as officials, the President reaffirmed 
her commitment to the education of the youth of Gabon and particularly to  
the talented youth which tomorrow will carry the colours of Gabon with pride.  
The event was further enhanced by a most informative debate. It brought 
together Gabonese men and women who have achieved professional success, 
both in Gabon and internationally, as models to their peers. The representative 
of a French top-tier school (Grande Ecole) also contributed greatly to the event. 
This wonderful encounter of Giver and Receiver, rich in emotion, came  
to a close through the launch of the 2nd edition.

“Ozavino, a true blessing,  
that is how I felt about this 
scholarship for our pupils,  
our most talented students.  
It created around them the 
exceptional environment which 
would enable them to learn in 
the most serene of conditions.”
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba

2

1: Integral poster of  
the Second Edition 
publicity campaign

2: Aude and Meiwen, 
the two recipients of the 
First Edition

3: Poster of the Second 
Edition publicity 
campaign

3



Activity Report 201314

Women Against AIDS

The week-end of the 30th November to 1st December 2013 saw Gabon’s very first marathon 
organised. This family sporting event received over 8,000 participants and 
20,000 spectators.

The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family saw this wonderful 
trans-generational event which coincided as an opportunity for the World Aids 
Day to bring together participants as well as spectators to focus on its Women 
Against AIDS campaign and to thus continue to raise awareness of the aim 
for this millennium: Zero Transmission, Zero Death, Zero Discrimination.

This event was an opportunity for the Foundation and its operational partner 
OPALS (Panafrican Organisation for the Fight against AIDS) to undertake 
 to relay this campaign to women of childbearing age in the Gabonese capital.

Locally focussed actions were carried out in order to:

•   Improve the knowledge base of the Gabonese population of childbearing age 
with regard to preventing transmission of the HIV/AIDS virus from mother 
to child and HIV

•  To fight ignorance surrounding the HIV virus and multiply screening tests
•  Support HIV positive women through community and social actions

40,000 
People reached by the campaign

901 
People screened

30
HIV+ pregnant women recieved 
full support

1: A young Gabonese 
mother taking part in 
the race

2: The President of the 
Foundation surrounded 
by her team

2

1
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Full Beams on the Eclipse

On the 3rd November last year, a total eclipse of the sun came across Gabon, 
plunging the cities of Port-Gentil and Makokou as well as the la Lopé park into 
darkness.

From the 27th October to 3rd November the Foundation used this exceptional 
event as an opportunity to organise a Week of Space entitled ‘Full Beams on 
the Eclipse’ in collaboration with the French Institute of Gabon, the National 
Centre for Space Studies (CNES), the Gabonese Agency for the Study and 
Observation of Space (AGEOS), the Paris Observatory and the Gabonese 
Ministry of Education.

From Libreville to Port-Gentil and Lambaréné, conferences, films, shows, 
exhibitions, programs conducted in schools and sky observations helped to 
introduce pupils of all ages as well as the greater public to an age-old science.

This recreational approach to astronomy came as a response to one of the 
Foundation’s major preoccupations: to encourage the teaching of mathematics 
and science and make up for the failure of the system to guide students towards 
technical and engineering sectors in Gabon.

8,000
Protective glasses distributed 

2,710
Pupils reached by the campaign

The Events of 2013

1

1: Observing the eclipse 
on the beach in 
Libreville

2: A French scientist 
delivering an astronomy 
lesson to secondary 
students from Libreville

2
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International Widows’ Day

In order to give special recognition to the plight of widows, the General 
Assembly of the United Nations adopted on 21st December 2010 a resolution 
proposed by Gabon, proclaiming the 23rd June as International Widows’ Day.  
This Resolution is the result of a long struggle by First Lady Sylvia Bongo 
Ondimba, in partnership with the Loomba Foundation and in collaboration 
with UN Women, for the recognition of the 245 million people widowed 
around the world.

On this occasion, the 23rd June, 10,000 mauve ribbons were handed out to the 
population and to political figures in order to heighten general awareness to this 
cause of public interest, as a symbol of compassion for widows and of respect for 
their rights. In order to encourage the populations to adhere to this nationwide 
solidarity action, the ribbon distribution was reinforced by a widespread 
awareness and information campaign which ran from the 22nd to the 30th June 
2013 through TV spots and radio messages translated into 6 vernacular 
languages.

New York Forum Africa: 2nd Edition

From the 14th to the 16th June 2013, Libreville welcomed the second edition  
of New York Forum Africa, an international economic event including  
meetings and exchanges centred round transforming the African continent. 
The Foundation’s participation was necessary in view of bringing as many 
positive returns to as many people possible in connexion with the different 
initiatives it undertakes.

This 3-day event was also a wonderful opportunity to meet many business 
leaders and entrepreneurs and initiate new partnerships around our projects 
lead for the benefit of our youth and women’s healthcare.2: Sylvia Bongo Ondimba 

surrounded by her team

2

1: A Foundation voluntary 
worker handing out  
a mauve ribbon

1

150,000 
People reached by the campaign

10,000
Mauve ribbons distributed



17The Events of 2013

David Baiot Reaches Out to Youth in Need

David Baïot is a young Gabonese actor who is never out of the studio in  
France (Plus belle la vie, Ainsi soient-ils, a series airing on TV channel Arte).  
He is a revelation within the world of cinema’s new generation.

Because he wishes to commit to causes he feels strongly about in his country  
of origin which he has not seen in 14 years, he has teamed up with the 
Foundation to convey messages of hope and values to the youth of Gabon.

This is how David came to visit the Arc-en-Ciel centre, the National School  
for Hearing-impaired Children and the Home for Welfare Children of 
Angondjé. He ended his week in Libreville by meeting Gabonese 
film-makers and directors.

Scientific Forum 

International Health Day celebrated on 7th April was an opportunity for the 
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family to organise a scientific forum 
on tropical diseases at the Omar Bongo Ondimba Military Hospital (Hôpital 
d’Instruction des Armées Omar Bongo Ondimba). 

The event’s profile was raised by the presence of Professor Gentilini who was 
presenting the 6th edition of his book, Tropical Diseases.

The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family which plays a major 
part in the boosting of healthcare personnel in Gabon donated 200 copies of the 
book to the different medical and scientific universities of Gabon.

2: Professor Gentilini 
presenting the 6th 
edition of his book 
Tropical Diseases at the 
Omar Bongo Ondimba 
Military Hospital

1

1: David Baïot signing 
autographs for young 
people from the  
Arc en ciel Centre

“It was a wonderful experience, 
very positive; much still remains 
to be done, including by me.”
David Baîot

2
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Context

Education is a major sector in Gabon: approximately 30% of the total  
school-age population is enrolled in school and the Ministry of Tutelage and 
the Education Ministry is the number one employer in the country. However, 
despite all efforts made so far in the sector, a certain number of failings persist 
with regard to infrastructure and equipment, particularly in primary schools, 
most of which lack libraries, multimedia hubs or computer science labs.

The rapid evolution of IT and communication systems and the progress made 
in new applications, in particular educational aps, could provide a partial 
answer to the failings of our education system. APPLE is developing a wide 
variety of teaching tools and is making available to schools solutions adapted to 
their needs in order to provide both teachers and students practical, flexible and 
affordable access to technology and knowledge, whilst providing a creative and 
stimulating environment in which to learn. 

To promote innovative and stimulating teaching practices in schools: this is the 
Foundation’s ambition in the context of the i-School project.

Initiatives for Young People

“Some teachers, at least 70%, 
had never handled this type of 
equipment before and/or had no 
IT training whatsoever in this 
context. Faced with a certain 
amount of reticence as well as 
a fear of damaging the iPads, 
the first step was to give the 
teachers confidence in the 
handling of these tools before 
moving onto the next phase  
of use, and allow them 
to develop the knowledge 
they would need for a more 
comfortable handling.”
Monsieur François Huchard,  
The Apple Store, in charge  
of IT training for project staff

1

1: A 3rd year (CE2) 
primary pupil working 
on his iPad
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Project Outline

The ‘iSchool Gabon’ project is a flagship project destined to renew teaching 
practices through the introduction of Information and Communication 
Technology for Education (TICE) into teaching/learning in primary schools. 
The aim is to encourage students to learn in different ways, utilising the many 
opportunities provided by tablets and teaching aps. This enables them to 
develop both in terms of creativity and autonomy.

Three schools were targeted: 2 state schools, one of which is located in the 
outskirts of a city, and one state-aided school offering teaching conditions  
very similar to those which would be expected in a French school, particularly 
in terms of key stages (no major cases) and curriculum. The class which  
was chosen was the 3rd year of primary school (CE2). It is the first level  
of Key Stage 3 which allows a 3- year follow-up before secondary school  
(Collège) entry.

The project consists in experimenting, with the use of iPads in chosen urban 
schools as well as with the use of the school in a box (Valisette), equipped with an 
iPad, overhead projector and solar panels in the case of the school located in the 
outskirts of a city. 

The aim is to measure the impact of this tool on one hand, on the aptitudes of 
the students, taking into account staffing and teaching criteria specific to each 
school, and on the other, on teaching practices. 

Eight classes within five different schools were identified for the project. This 
represented 280 students. A technical and teaching training program was put 
in place to help teachers and assistant staff working on this project. One year 
into the experiment, an assessment of the results has enabled us to come to the 
following conclusion:

• The iPad is a highly motivating tool both for teachers and students
• Absenteeism is reduced when the iPad is used in schools
•  iPad use was particularly beneficial to underperforming pupils through its 

recreational and motivating nature
•  The iPad is also a positive solution in the face of inequalities between pupils 

when it comes to school equipment

“Before the iPad was introduced 
into my classroom, we faced a 
problem of absenteeism which 
affected my class as well as  
the school as a whole. This  
has been solved since the  
arrival of the iPad. I can also 
say that during work sessions 
involving the iPad, pupils  
are very focussed on their 
activities, which is a plus  
when it comes to the quality  
of their work.”
Mrs Yolande Akoubou,  
teacher at the Batavéa 1 State School
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1,500
Hours of training

19
Teachers and professionals  
pedagogically trained

280
Pupils reached by the campaign

1: A 3rd year (CE2) 
primary pupil working 
on his iPad

1
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“Because the pursuit of excellence 
deserves our full attention, the 
Ozavino scholarships aim to 
put in place optimal study 
conditions, the conditions  
I wish upon every child  
of this country. Conditions  
I create for my own children.”
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba

Context

Following an audit of its scholarship department in 2010, the State of Gabon 
implemented significant reforms aimed at raising the efficiency, credibility  
and transparency of the scholarship attribution and management system.  
As objective selection criteria were put in place, we saw the number of  
university scholarship recipients rise. A total of 13,443 students received  
study grants in 2011-2012 versus 12,807 in 2010-2011.

Scholarship students studying abroad represent less than a quarter of 
beneficiaries. Many of them enrol in French universities. Contrary to this,  
very few Gabonese students study at top-tier French schools (Grandes Ecoles)  
or at English-speaking universities of Western Europe and North America  
due to high tuition fees.

Young Gabonese students need to be able to compete internationally thanks  
to their level of training. This is why the project aims to support these students 
financially in order for them to reach their full potential by enrolling in the  
best schools on an international level.

Project Outline

In 2013, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family set up the 
Bourses Ozavino scholarship (benediction in the Myènè language) for Gabonese 
students selected according to stringent criteria on their academic results as  
well as through an interview process, in order to support them through quality 
higher education wherever they would study.

Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family scholarships correspond 
to the vision of the Foundation to invest in the human potential of the country, 
convinced that the development of our country depends on it. Well trained 
youth means consolidated Gabonese families and a competitive country.

The general aim of the action is to allow Gabonese pupils who stand out 
through their academic achievements and their leadership skills, to benefit 
from a solid education, anywhere in the world, in order to be competitive  
on the job market and become true actors in the development of their country.

1: Mrs Sylvia Bongo 
Ondimba surrounded 
by Foundation 
scholarship students

1
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“I encourage you to apply for 
this scholarship because it opens 
many doors and enables you to 
study in the very best conditions. 
Yes, it is extremely selective, but 
as for everything in life, you 
have to work hard to get what 
you want. So the best advice I 
can give you is to work, work, 
and work some more, and above 
all, do not get discouraged even 
when you feel it’s hard and that 
you might not succeed; the best 
is ahead and when you have 
succeeded you will feel pride.”
Aude Mombot-Boulard,  
Ozavino Scholarship 2013 laureate

Initiatives for Young People

2
Scholarships awarded for civil and 
biological engineering

87
Applications received and processed

2: Group photo of 
pupils present at the 
ceremony

2
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Context

Cancer rates are rising in Sub-Saharan Africa due to higher life expectancy 
and a shift in the lifestyle of populations. An absence of preventative measures, 
late diagnosis, non-existent or mal-adapted infrastructures, an absence of 
trained staff, cost and difficulty in accessing treatment and palliative care, all 
result in a 75% mortality rate of cancer sufferers in many African countries.  
In these countries, and in Gabon in particular, the therapeutic care of cancer 
sufferers is difficult and very costly, whereas prevention, which necessitates less 
financial output, has a real impact on the rate of cancer development. 

In Gabon available data suggests that the number of new sufferers  
is constantly rising, going from 183 new sufferers in 2000 to over 1,000  
in 2008 (GLOBOCAN 2008). We are observing that in women, cervical  
cancer is the most frequent representing almost 25% of cases, followed  
by breast cancer (13.4%).

In order to promote the health of young and older Gabonese women alike, 
preventative action against these two forms of cancer is absolutely necessary.

Project Outline

In the context of these initiatives aimed at women and youth, the Foundation 
is committed to the prevention and treatment of cancer in Gabon, and 
particularly that of cervical and breast cancer.

In connection with this project, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation  
for the Family works alongside the Lalla Salma Prevention and Cancer 
Treatment Foundation. This Foundation’s expertise in terms of cancer 
treatment in Morocco is a considerable asset. The underlying vision,  
shared by all actors in this program, is to turn Gabon into a pole of excellence 
in the fight and treatment of all types of cancer in countries of Central Africa.

Our short-term objective is to render operational all departments of the Cancer 
Institute of Libreville through making available highly specialised staff as well 
as through continuous training of Gabonese health professionals. The project 
aims to establish, in parallel to the above, a strategy to fight female cancer, 
adopted by the Ministry of Health, including a plan to set up early screening 
programs for breast and cervical cancer.

“We must reflect and act with 
audacity and determination  
so that together, we may provide 
innovative and durable solutions 
for health to be the right of  
all and a right for each and 
every one.”
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba
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45
Patients received radiotherapy  
treatment 

350
Patients received chemotherapy 
treatment

245
Treatments donated at ICL

“When at first you arrive and  
they tell you about cancer,  
the first thing you see is death, 
and you think: “let me go home 
and wait away my days there”.  
I ask all those of you who will 
find yourselves in the same 
situation as I did to consult the 
cancer department in Libreville. 
There you will find people who 
will take care of you. They  
will discuss it with you, they  
will explain.”
Alice, 1st patient to be treated  
for breast cancer at ICL

1



27Initiatives for Women

1–2: Radiotherapy 
treatment room at the 
ICL, Libreville Cancer 
Institute

3: President of the 
Foundation chatting 
with a patient at ICL

2

3
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United for Health 
of Mother and Child

22,800
Beneficiaries of insecticide nets

“I am grateful to the Sylvia 
Bongo Ondimba Fondation 
for the offered mosquitoes nets. 
Today, I am soothed because my 
kids will therefore be sleeping 
away from mosquitoes.”
Solange Azizet, bénéficiaire

*  Source: Results of the Demographic and Health Survey of Gabon 2012 (EDSG-2012)

Context

This program, United for Health of Mother and Child (TUSME), was set up by  
the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family due to the following 
alarming realisation:

•  Very high maternal mortality rate in childbirth estimated to be  
316 for 100,000 live births (against 519 for 100,000 in 2000);

•  Neonatal mortality rate has gone from 30 deaths for 1,000 live births  
in 2000 to 26 for 1,000 live births in 2012;

•  Infant mortality rate has gone from 57 for 1,000 live births in 2000  
to 43 for 1,000 live births in 2012;

•  Infant/juvenile mortality rate has gone from 89 for 1,000 live births in  
2000 to 65 for 1,000 live births in 2012; (*)

In light of the challenge we face to reach the Objectives of the Millenium  
for Development (OMD 4 and 5) for Gabon, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba 
Foundation for the Family has set up a partnership with the Ministry of  
Health and three agencies from the United Nations system: the World Health 
Organisation (OMS), UNICEF and the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities (UNFPA), in order to reinforce the capacity of the country’s  
health services.

Project Outline

Project TUSME (United for Health of Mother and Child) set up in 2011 helped 
train staff in four health regions out of ten in the country; equipment was 
distributed in eight of those regions. The project contributes to lowering 
maternal and neonatal mortality by targeting its action at the following 
activities:

1.  Distribution of insecticide nets to pregnant women in order to reduce  
their exposure to malaria during pregnancy; 

2.  Distribution of family medical kits containing essential generic medication 
used to treat the most common adult and infant diseases (malaria, diarrhea, 
parasitic infections, pain and fever) for the treatment of low-level medical 
emergencies in the home;

3.  Provision of birthing kits containing sterilised equipment and a first aid kit 
aimed at making clinic birthing staff feel more secure and to improve the 
quality of care of the women admitted to the wards.
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2,700
Family medical kits

1,170
Delivery kits

1: A mother and 
her twins

2: Distribution of 
Insecticide nets

1

2
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“I greatly thank the Sylvia  
Bongo Ondimba Foundation 
for having given me access to 
professional training. A widow 
and the mother of three children, 
I felt I was scraping together 
every last penny! Today I am 
an employee of Sodexo and have 
been for the past 4 months.  
This job is helping me greatly 
in caring for my family. Thank 
you Maman Sylvia for the help 
you bring to widows and to 
those in need.”
Madjinou, 38, beneficiary  
of the Sodexo training program

Context

Since the adoption of Resolution 65/189 by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations on the 21st December 2010, proclaiming the 23rd June each 
year to be celebrated as International Widows’ Day, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba 
Foundation for the Family has worked to bring about awareness of this silent 
and profound crisis, and to support women in recognising their rights and in 
regaining their dignity.

In Gabon, 47% of widows are victims of abuse and spoliation.  Only 21% see 
their rights upheld.

Project Outline

The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation targets actions according to  
three principles:

•  To inform widows about their rights as well as with regard to judicial and 
administrative procedure

•  To heighten awareness within the population in order to bring about a shift in 
the mentality and in the perception of widows

•  To call out to all the actors concerned by this issue

Since 2012 many legislative and regulatory measures have been taken in favour 
of a strengthening the protection of the surviving spouse enabling:

•  The heirs of a civil servant to receive a death in service benefit
•  The surviving spouse and orphans in financial difficulty to benefit from legal aid 
•  The inheritance council to substitute itself over the family council
•  Officers of the judicial police to intervene in the case of “offences committed 

by spoliation”
•  The surviving spouse or his or her representative to ensure he or she obtains a 

death certificate issued by the Registrar



31

10,968 
Calls processed through Freephone  
1455 for the exclusive use of widows

870
Widows received assistance

10,000
Mauve ribbons distributed

1–2: Widows with  
their children

Initiatives for Women

21
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Context

The dense and humid forest which covers almost 85% of the Gabonese territory 
presents a great variety of non-timber forest products (PFNL), defined as 
organic goods, goods from nature derived from forests, other than construction 
wood (vegetable products, mushrooms, animals including meat, insects, seeds, 
leaves, stalks, animal skins, animal hair, tusks,…).

Often, PFNL are exploited in an informal way by women and pygmy 
populations, and are under-valued. However, certain PFNL present strong 
added value potential and can contribute to the diversification of income 
sources for local communities.

This value added potential is what the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation  
for the Family is basing itself on to put in place a support strategy for the 
development of PFNL product lines.

The project is run within an appropriate institutional and legal framework,  
in accordance with the principles of access to biological resources and of 
sharing of the advantages derived from their utilisation, as well as in 
accordance with the rules of protection of local know-how, as they are  
set out by the Nagoya Protocol.

In view of supporting a sustainable development process, the objectives of this 
project rely on principles of social equality, economic development and respect 
for the environment.

Project Outline

Project PFNL(Fair and Sustainable Development of Non-Timber Forest Product Lines)  
of the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family aims to improve 
socio-economic conditions for women living in rural regions through the 
diversification of their income sources.

In 2013 special emphasis was given to Moabi oil, essentially produced by 
women thanks to a traditional extraction process which involves the cold-press 
process of almonds contained in the seed or nut of the Moabi fruit.

The Foundation’s action is translated into the best practice support effort for the 
traditionally produced Moabi oil in order to bring quality control to both 
production process and the end product, to ensure that traditional know-how 
was preserved to reinforce workforce capability through advice on organisation.
The Foundation’s action also helped to the easy access to the market through 
organizing group sales, and helped to put in contact the women who produce  
and the buyers. Finally, the Nagoya Protocol relative to the Convention on 
bio-diversity has been raised.

The Moabi project was set up in the provinces of Ngounié and of Ogooué-Lolo. 
The extreme precariousness of Tsogho and Pygmy Babongo women of these 
provinces constituted the selection criteria for the zones the project would be 
present in.

“I used to use the Moabi oil 
I produced for cooking and 
performing traditional rites. 
With the project, I understood 
that Moabi was more valuable 
than that. I made money on 
top of the money I made from 
the sale of bananas and root 
vegetables. I was able to  
buy food goods and get my 
family treated.”
Jeanine IDIATA, moabi oil  
producer with the project since  
2012 (Mayengue village –  
Iboundji area)
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201,58 
Litres of Moabi oil produced and sold

“My living conditions and those 
of the other people from my 
village aren’t easy. My children 
have to walk 5km to school. 
The hospital is 40km away. 
There are no roads. We are  
far from everywhere. It is said 
that development can change  
all that. I know it can’t happen 
from one day to the next. It 
happens little by little and  
the project can help us.”
Alphonsine Miobet, working  
on the moabi project since 2013 
(Diveni village – Waka area)

Initiatives for Women

1: Moabi oil producer

1



Activity Report 201334

Context

Financing very small companies remains a major issue in social development, 
be it for starting new companies or for launching projects or actions aiming  
to improve living conditions, particularly those of the most under-privileged 
populations in Gabon.

These days, banks offer few financing options for the economically weak 
self-employed who have very limited access to banking services. Current 
microfinancing rates offered on the Gabonese market approach 40% per 
annum and the proportion of individuals using banks barely reaches 15%, 
whereas the proportion of territory covered by banks is estimated to be  
around 26%. 

The Microfinance activity helps promote microprojects at a local level, affecting 
such diverse sectors as agriculture and traditional crafts. By contributing to the 
improvement of access to basic social services, to healthcare, to family planning 
services and to drinking water, the microfinance activity is often more efficient 
and creates more synergy than certain industrial projects which rarely benefit 
the marginalised element of society.

 

Project Outline

The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family has committed to 
supporting the entrepreneurship of economically weak women and their 
families through the development of revenue-generating activities.

The ‘Akassi’ microcredit (‘woman’ in the téké language) fulfills a need to make 
savings and credit accessible to the most disadvantaged populations and thus 
contributes to the fight against poverty and helps promote sustainable 
development. This was the thinking behind the creation of a partnership with 
the LOXIA Emf microfinance company for the implementation of this project.

The ‘Akassi’ microcredit is a loan destined to promote women entrepreneurs 
through financing already existing activities and/or dependable and viable 
projects which generate revenue for economically weak Gabonese women, 
acting individually or collectively within cooperatives or socio-economic 
associations.

The criteria of this microfinance structure are as follows:

• Amounts from 50,000 FCFA to 500,000 FCFA per individual
• 12-month financing
• 18% gross interest rate per annum

This project was set up in the Estuaire province (Libreville, Owendo,  
Ntoum, Kango) in 2011 before progressively widening its scope to the  
province of Haut-Ogoué (Franceville and Moanda) and of Maritime  
Ogooué (Port-Gentil).

“It was difficult when I lost my 
mother, but when I heard about 
the Akassi program I went and 
applied and everything went well, 
it all happened very fast.  I got 
my loan in less than two weeks 
and I’m very happy about that.”
Manuelle Nzé Bibe, 29ans,  
Manager of a small restaurant

1,899
Financed projects
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1–3: Women traders 
recipient of Akassi 
microfinance loans

1

2 3
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Disability Maintenance Workshop 

Context

People living with a disability are part of the most vulnerable populations in 
Gabon (Source: Human Investment Strategy in Gabon, 2013). Their living 
conditions and their disability constitute a barrier to the respect of their 
fundamental rights.

The general survey of the population and of the home which was conducted  
by the General Office of Statistics and Economic Studies in 2003 counted 
26,790 disabled people living in Gabon. This represents 2.1% of the local 
resident population.

Among these we note a predominance of people presenting with lower limb 
dysfunction (around 27%), blindness (12%), and deafness and muteness or both 
(approximately 12%).

In terms of professional insertion, 51.20% of the disabled population is out  
of work. In general, disabled individuals tend to be discriminated against and 
many receive neither schooling nor adequate training. Furthermore, many of 
them leave school without qualifications. These shortcomings partially explain 
why young disabled people are more poorly trained. As a result, the disabled 
population is among the group worst hit by unemployment. 

The majority of people with disability in Gabon face an increasing precarity, 
isolation, marginalisation, depression, and feelings of uselessness and 
abandonment due to unemployment and exclusion.

Project Outline

The general aim of the action is to improve travel conditions for persons  
of reduced mobility in order to facilitate their access to employment. Since  
2010, the Foundation has undertaken to support persons living with a disability 
by obtaining practical means to improve mobility (electric wheelchairs and 
scooters, crutches, etc.) thus facilitating their movements on a daily basis. For 
this purpose, 607 manual and electric wheelchairs were distributed across the  
9 provinces of Gabon over the last two years. On top of these donations,  
the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the family set up an equipment 
maintenance and repair workshop in December 2010 in order to provide 
wheelchair users with a quality service. In 2013 wheelchair and scooter 
equipment maintenance and repair missions took place in Franceville, 
Lastourville and Koulamoutou. 

The Foundation also conducted actions of social mobilisation and delivered 
pleas to the State and to its own partners in order to ensure that its strategies 
in terms of improving social inclusion for those living with disability be  
effective and durable.

“The Foundation made  
us self-sufficient by equipping  
us with those machines so that 
we are regarded with a little 
more respect. I thank it for 
replacing my legs.”
Armand Bouka, 42,  
recipient of an electric wheelchair

Initiatives for Solidarity

482 
Electric wheelchairs and scooters 
repaired
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1

160 
Assisted children

6 
Teaching assistants received a skills 
enhancement course

“Sometimes it would take me  
two hours to get here by taxi! 
On top of that, I can’t walk 
with a crutch so I would  
crawl under the beating sun  
and the rain. When I received 
the scooter, it was a dream  
come true! I had tears running 
down my face! Finally!”
Juliette EKO, 47, commercial rep 
at the PMUG (Gabonese National 
Bookmakers’ Association)

1: Maintenance session  
at the Handicap workshop

1
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Hearing-Impaired Children 
 
Context

Hearing impairment is a disability which prevents a child from attending a 
mainstream school, despite the level of his/her impairement. This leads to 
many such children being kept out of the school system.

The National School for Hearing Impaired Children (ENEDA) is the only state 
school in the country to admit hearing-impaired children. During school year 
2012-2013, it admitted 160 children but it is up against many material and 
structural difficulties (lack of specific teaching equipment, absence of adequate 
training particularly in education and art).

The project of the Foundation aims to equip ENEDA with means which would 
enable more tailored teaching support, particularly through video-backed 
works and psycho-mobility equipment and art materials.

Project Outline

In 2013, the Foundation undertook to support ENEDA through improving  
staff skills, promoting art therapy activities and refurbishing two activity rooms:

•  Building work was carried out and a multi-media centre as well  
as a fully equipped psycho-mobility room were set up

•  Support was provided  to promote art and creative skills  
through various workshops

•  Minibus was provided for extra-curricular outings
•  Help was given to improve teaching skills of educational staff, teachers 

and psycho-mobility specialists with the aim of setting up specific activities  
tailored to each child’s disability

When the project came to fruition, four pupils from ENEDA took part  
in the Nancy Sourd Métrage Festival in France. The short film produced  
by the pupils obtained the Best Scenario prize. It was the first time an  
African country had taken part in this festival.

“Since I entered the first class of 
secondary school (6ème) at the 
College Immaculée Conception  
I have stopped considering myself 
as disabled; I feel like a normal 
child. Thank you to Maman 
Sylvia Bongo for what she does 
for deaf-mute children.”
Olivia Obame, pupil attending  
class 6ème B

Initiatives for Solidarity

2

1

1: Olivia Obame,  
pupil attending  
6ème B class

2: ENEDA students
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“I have really enjoyed starting  
my IT course.  On the outside  
I wasn’t doing that but here, 
with our educators, we learn 
a lot. I would like you to give 
me the courage to continue to 
improve, but also to help me  
find a job when I get out.  
It would enable me to help  
my family.”
Young female detainee

Context

In the course of the last three years almost 150 minors have been incarcerated 
in Libreville Central Prison. These youths often come from disadvantaged 
backgrounds and have been excluded from the family unit for various reasons 
(dropping out of school, theft, armed robbery, rape, drugs and prostitution). 
The conditions in which these youths are incarcerated have the effect of 
suspending their life and its construction. They prevent them for developing 
cognitive skills.

Since Gabon is a signatory of several conventions in relation to human rights, 
no person serving sentences in a Gabonese penitentiary establishment should  
be subjected to any hardship other than that which will be imposed upon them  
by law. Our observation is that penitentiary personnel is not equipped to deal 
with matters of the rights of detainees, and in particular of minors in custody, 
through a lack of training or an inability to master situations involving 
vulnerable minors who are treated as though they were adults.

Project Outline

The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family has been working 
alongside minors in custody since 2011 in collaboration with Arc-en-Ciel/
Espoir. The project’s aim is to ensure that the rights of detained minors to 
education be respected in view of their reinsertion into society. The support 
given to these troubled young people focuses mainly on giving them learning 
support, bringing their education level back up to required standards, and 
getting them through CEPE/BEPC exams taken respectively at the end of 
primary and secondary cycles.

In 2013, actions have mainly focused on educational support and familiarisation 
with the highway code. Hygiene and food kit donations as well as the hand-out  
of school materials has encouraged better participation in the program.
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295 
In training

13
Minors took the CEPE exam (end of 
primary school) - 1 passed

1–2: Rehabilitation 
class delivered to 
minors in custody 

3: IT class delivered  
to a minor in Libreville 
prison

2

Initiatives for Solidarity

3
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Context

A study conducted in 2013 by the Ministry of Family and Social Affairs shows 
that the number of street children in Gabon would be approaching 650. In 
addition, a great many children are victims of violence, sexual abuse and 
trafficking. These children are mainly located in the urban areas and outskirts 
of Libreville and Owendo.

The Arc-en-Ciel and Espoir centres welcome approximately one hundred 
excluded and morally endangered children each year.

Their principal needs are proper access to housing, education, healthcare, 
healthy food and leisure. They aspire to growing up in a secure environment  
in satisfactory hygiene conditions.

Project Outline

In 2013, alongside the Arc-en-Ciel and Espoir Association, the Sylvia Bongo 
Ondimba Foundation for the Family undertook to improve provision of shelter 
and support for 70 street children housed by the Association. This support was 
given in the form of socio-educational and sports activities as well as of an 
awareness program covering employability, healthy eating and free access 
to healthcare.

By supporting an already very active association on the ground and helping it to 
develop its activities, the Foundation is certain that its action will have a durable 
impact on these children.

“On behalf of the whole team 
as well as the children, thank 
you for all your efforts so far 
to contribute to the well-being 
of the children; for the hope 
we have been given by the 
Foundation and for the fact  
of seeing all promises to  
the youth honoured during  
your visit.”
Sister Covadonga, Director of the 
Arc-en-Ciel and Espoir centres

1
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“As far as the sports activity goes, 
we follow two visions. On one 
hand our current collaboration 
with the Fédération de Football 
de l’Estuaire could facilitate a 
selection process. The Federation 
is in fact proposing to help select 
young people and insert them 
into already formed teams. This 
would help social reinsertion 
of the children whilst enabling 
them to reach their full potential. 
It does not however take into 
account all the children so we 
would like to institute this 
activity as a self-validating 
teaching tool for all. This is 
why we would like to pursue 
the training sessions set up by 
the Foundation. We would 
observe a less stringent regime, 
one training session per week, in 
order to favour a return to school, 
to professional training or to the 
workplace.”
Lezin Bimboundi Babala,  
Head of Social Services

70
Students received music classes 

30,000 
Food kits distributed

Initiatives for Solidarity

1: Flute initiation class 
for the young people of 
Arc-en-Ciel 

2: The Arc-en-Ciel choir

2
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Context

Civil society is at the heart of the social development of a country.  
In Africa as elsewhere, associations cannot always fully play their role  
because they do not have human, material and financial resources  
to be truly operational.

Project Outline

The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family has been conducting 
actions for the support of the OSC, Civilian Society Organisations of Gabon 
since 2009 through its Voluntary Sector Hub (Pole de la Vie Associative).  
Its role focuses principally on developing skills and supporting local  
community actions. 

In order to reach its aim to professionalise the fabric of the country’s voluntary 
sector, the Foundation has set up a number of tools including support and 
counseling, training and financing, which led to a tender for projects in  
2011. Since the birth of the Foundation over 400 support actions were  
brought to assist the OSC.

The 8 projects fully financed via the project tender launched in 2011 came  
to fruition in 2013 and were assessed with the help of an external partner.

A partnership concluded with the Department of the Environment and 
Protection of Nature (DGEPN) also helped to improve the effectiveness  
of 45 voluntary sector organisations involved in the environmental sector. 
They received full and efficient training on managing project cycles with 
particular emphasis on protection of the environment.

“Parents are thrilled with this 
initiative because many of these 
children were born in Libreville 
and know nothing of fields. The 
most impressive thing is that 
the children themselves are the 
ones who led their parents after 
school to see the crops they had 
planted. We already notice that 
some parents have set up little 
gardens at their children’s request. 
These are therefore results which 
encourage us to carry on in the 
same direction.”
Sister Villatoro, G. Margarita, 
Congregation of the Soeurs Bleues  
of Libreville.

(Project financed by the project 
tender, the aim of which is to teach 
the children about various growing 
methods and techniques.)

Capacity for building a Civil Society

83 
Members received training

45
Volunteer associations supported

10
Financed projects
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Resources 

A Own funds 93%
B Private companies 7%
C Civil Society 0%
 

The Foundation  
in Figures

Foundation Uses  

A Initiatives for Youth 22%
B Initiatives for Women 23%
C Initiatives for Solidarity 8%
D  Support to Civil Society 7%
E  Other Support  

(Financial or in kind) 4%
F Foundation running 
 expenses 23%
G Communication Expenses  
 & Resources Mobilisation 13%
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Resources 
Financial resources Amount in CFA francs Amount in Euros 

Own funds  2,320,794,732 3,538,028.76
Private companies 29,121,000 44,394.68
Civil Society 10,401,259 15,856.62
    2,360,316,991 3,598,280.06

       
  
In-kind donations Amount in CFA francs Amount in Euros

Private sources 145,856,700 222,357.11
    145,856,700 222,357.11

Total resources 2,506,173,691 3,820,637.16

The Foundation’s accounts have been certified by Price-Waterhouse-Coopers

Spending by Area of   Intervention
 
Action Area   Amount in CFA francs Amount in Euros

Initiatives for Youth 563,735,319 859,408.95
Initiatives for Women 569,626,365 868,389.80
Initiatives for Solidarity 188,886,874 287,956.18
Supporting Civil Society 178,709,734 272,441.23
Other support (Financial or in kind) 106,606,304 162,520.26
    1,607,564,596 2,450,716.43

   
 
General Foundation Expenses* Amount in CFA francs Amount in Euros

Running Expenses 583,246,377 889,153.37
Communication Expenses & Resources Mobilisation 321,612,505 490,295.10 
    904,858,882  1,379,448.47
Total Jobs  2,512,423,478 3,830,164.90

*To ensure the social impact, our programs are managed directly with beneficiaries. 
 Assistance, monitoring and supervision is provided directly by the Foundation, which generates a specific cost structure.

The Foundation in Figures
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Our partners
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Our partners

Croix-Rouge Gabonaise

Association  
du Corps  
Diplomatique
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Notes





Fondation Sylvia Bongo Ondimba 
Boîte postale 12809 
Libreville, Gabon 
Tél:  (241) 01 44 32 72 
Fax:  (241) 01 44 32 74  
www.fondationsylviabongoondimba.org


