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Condoms distributed during the Safety 
First campaign 80,000

77,000
57,591
23,600
18,000
6,000
3,207

84
79
47
13

Calls received on 1455 hotline

People informed during the Pink 
October campaign

Insecticide-treated nets distributed over 
the year

Women screened for breast and  
cervical cancers (since 2014)

Individuals informed during 
International Widows Day

Vocational handbooks distributed within 
76 high schools

Students attended the scholar training 
programme in a carceral environment

Scooters, electric and manual 
wheelchairs distributed

Students at the Ozavino Scholarship

Health facilities equipped with an 
operational early detection unit for 
breast and cervical cancers
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Time is passing by. Our young Foundation is growing and maturing. 
When I look back and think about our early days, I am proud of  

the progress we have made in our f ive years of existence.

In 2015, the Foundation has invested more in the areas of Healthcare  
and Education – key sectors in which it has intensified its ongoing efforts, 
initiated new activities and reinforced its commitment through tangible, 
measurable actions, at grass roots level.

We have devotedly travelled our roads, countryside and provinces,  
so that our initiatives may reach out more than ever before; whether as  
part of the fight against cancer, which has seen twenty-eight new screening  
and diagnostic units installed in Gabon – or for initiatives aimed at young 
people, with the birth of two new programmes, Safety First and the Livre 
des Métiers (Vocational Handbook).

At times, our path has been strewn with pitfalls and obstacles that appeared 
insurmountable… Nevertheless, the Foundation believes that in reality, 
these challenges give meaning to our activities and are a source of motivation. 
Your dedicated commitment has reinforced belief in our work, supporting 
our view that it is meaningful, engaging and empowering – able to unite 
people and create a desire for personal improvement.

We still have a long way to go but I know that we can count on you to 
support our vision of a caring world. I know we can rely on you to be  
our spokespeople and our ambassadors.

Together, we are strong.

Foreword from  
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba, 
Founder
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5 years of Solidarity 
for Gabonese people

2011
International Widows Day, instituted 
by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations, as a result of the First Lady 
of Gabon, Sylvia Bongo Ondimba, 
advocacy initiative

2013
Launch of the Ozavino scholarship, 
that encourages the most deserving 
Gabonese youngsters to strive for 
excellence and allows them to receive a 
strong education anywhere in the world

2012
International mobilsation during the 
African Cup of Nations for a clear 
victory against AIDS: 215,000 people 
educated, 2100 people screened

2014
Fight against cancer : launch of Pink 
October, a month dedicated to raising 
awareness on breast and cervical cancer

2015
Vocational handbooks distributed to 
8000 young people throughout the 
country to inform and spread awareness 
on careers and job opportunities  
in Gabon

2011

2012

2013
2014

2015
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Governance, 
Values and Missions

Governance, Values and Missions of the Foundation

Governance
The Sylvia Ondimba Bongo 
Foundation for the Family’s 
management method rests on the 
importance of values. Solidarity, 
creativity and innovation are first 
and foremost in its ethos. Its culture is 
based on the common good, forever 
looking to serve public interest.

Our objective is to act for the 
emergence of a united and strong 
nation that offers each and every  
person the opportunity to contribute  
to the development of society.

Our mission is to encourage  
all Gabonese people to become true 
development partners and to take 
responsibility for their own success,  
so that everyone can benefit from  
the new development opportunities.

Our scope is the entire Gabonese 
population, including the most 
vulnerable people, so that all causes 
can be listened to and heard.

Our strength resides in our expert 
knowledge of Gabon, of the issues  
it faces, and in our capacity to 
mobilise and bring together  
national and international expertise 
to encourage and promote the best 
initiatives whilst spreading awareness 
and a sense of responsibility.

Missions
Educate the majority on neglected 
themes by speaking out for those  
who have no voice.

Mobilize business people and political 
figures by allowing them to get actively 
involved at a national, regional and 
even international level.

Act by setting up concrete  
projects that correspond as much  
as possible to the needs expressed  
by the populations.

Innovate by proposing creative  
and sustainable solutions focused  
on the pursuit of excellence.

Values
Honesty and Integrity  
We are evolving within a professional 
environment founded upon trust 
and tolerance, and we respond 
dynamically and objectively for  
the benefit of the greatest number  
of people.

Solidarity  
We reinforce the capacity of people 
and communities to take action 
together in order to find sustainable 
solutions to their problems.

Complementarity  
Our actions are designed to  
complement those of the public  
authorities. We work in  
collaboration with the authorities  
as well as with organizations and 
businesses which respect  
our principles.

Family  
We believe in what constitutes  
the pillar of our society and the 
heart of the Gabonese nation:  
our families and our communities.  

Our actions are focused on 
strengthening family values at all  
levels in society. 

Professionalism  
We strive to promote an inspiring  
and stimulating team spirit, wherein 
each person is capable of working 
effectively and can grow by 
implementing concrete actions  
for the common good.
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Initiatives for Women
We are striving to consolidate the role women already play  
within the family, acknowledging their major role within our  
societies by supporting their rights and enabling them to  
acquire true economic independence.

Initiatives for Young People
We want to provide support to young people, inform them,  
stimulate them and promote their sense of civic responsibilty and  
accountability so that they can be better prepared for the future.

Initiatives for Solidarity
We are constantly looking for solutions to help all vulnerable  
people find their place in society and to involve them in  
development activities.

Our Fields  
of Action

Our Fields of Action
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Events of 2015

1: Awareness campaign 
during the World 
Malaria Day

Events of 2015

World Malaria Day (April 25)  

3,000 mosquito nets distributed in the province of Nyanga. In total, 18,000 
insecticide-treated nets distributed over the year.

Every year, to mark World Malaria Day, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba 
Foundation for the Family selects a region in which insecticide-treated nets  
will be distributed to villages.

In 2015, the Foundation operated in Nyanga for Mabanda, Moabi, Mulengui-
Binza, Ndindi and Tchibanga populations. 3,000 mosquito nets were 
distributed primarily for children under the age of 5, pregnant women and the 
elderly. The distribution took place in health care centres directly to pregnant 
women, as well as amongst the heads of families in various villages.

Beyond World Malaria Day, the Foundation, with all its components, makes  
a considerable contribution to the fight against malaria, by including the 
provision of mosquito nets for the neediest families. Consequently, in 2015, 
nearly 18,000 mosquito nets were distributed, allowing around 36,000 people to 
be protected (WHO standard).

World AIDS Day (December 1)

In the hope of enhancing the impact of the Safety First campaign in the  
provinces, the Foundation partnered with the NGOs Sensibilisation Santé 
Sexualité (SSS) and ABA’A in Ogooué-Maritime and Woleu-Ntem respectively, 
in order to inform and raise awareness amongst young people regarding the 
prevention of risky sexual behaviours.

On the occasion of World AIDS Day, the Foundation assisted two NGOs 
organising local actions. 

Port-Gentil: 600 young people informed about risks 

In Port-Gentil, the NGO SSS organised an open day at Raponda Walker 
secondary school, during which time 17 volunteers took turns discussing with 
young people and providing them with informative leaflets and condoms. A TV 
advert was played, followed by the distribution of questionnaires to the pupils, 
in order to test their knowledge of HIV/AIDS. Free and anonymous testing was 
also available for all who wanted it. At the end of the day, nearly 600 young 
people had been informed about the risks of having unprotected sex, 204 HIV/
AIDS tests had been carried out and 1,500 condoms distributed.

2,800 people informed in Oyem

In Oyem, the NGO ABA’A also took the opportunity to use this day of 
mobilisation to launch a campaign of awareness, information and free 
screening in the region. A competition between schools was organised to test 
the pupils’ knowledge of HIV/AIDS. Over 2,800 people were informed and 
more than 17,800 condoms were distributed during ABA’A’s campaign.

1

3,000
Mosquito nets distributed in the  
province of Nyanga

18,000
Insecticide-treated nets distributed  
over the year.

11
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200 
Widows supported

30
Districts covered by the volunteers

3,207
Individuals informed of which: 
1,166 men, 2,041 women

“ I heard about International 
Widow’s Day and I came 
with two orphans from my 
neighbourhood to allow them  
to get advice and help. We 
request that the Foundation 
visits each district to see the 
living conditions of widows  
and children.”
  Mbouity Rose, Head of district PK10

1 International Widows’ Day (IWD) (June 23)

Protecting the rights of the surviving spouse 
Celebrated every June 23rd since 2010, International Widows’ Day aims  
at mobilising national and international public opinion in order to better protect  
the rights of widows.

Background

Five years ago, the issue of protecting widows’ rights was raised at an 
international level by Gabon’s First Lady, Sylvia Bongo Ondimba, with the 
adoption by the United Nations of resolution 65/169 of December 21st, 2010 
establishing International Widows’ Day. This is the framework within which 
the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family has developed its 
communications campaigns for the general public, families and widows since 
2011. Why? So that no one in our country could say that they did not know 
about the phenomenon of widows’ spoliation.

Description of the activities

Free legal and administrative advice

In 2015, the fifth year of the IWD was celebrated in Gabon with the theme 
“Reinforcing the scheme for the protection of the surviving spouse”. On this 
occasion, the Foundation planned to raise awareness among Gabonese people 
and inform them about this issue.

To this end, legal and administrative advice sessions aimed at the general public 
were organised in three town halls, namely, Libreville, Owendo and Akanda 
between  June 23rd and 26th 2015.

These advisory sessions were mainly targetting widows and families who were 
not aware of the available systems in place, giving them access to their rights  
as a surviving spouse.

These sessions were also put in place to inform the general public,  
as well as local members of parliament, about the new regulatory and legislative 
provisions for the protection of widows and orphans that the Government and 
Parliament have adopted.

In addition, 10 volunteers were trained and deployed in the streets of selected 
departments to distribute informative leaflets and purple IWD ribbons, as well 
as to guide people to the places where the legal and administrative advice  
was provided.

Thanks to these actions, 3,207 people were informed including 2,041 women. 
Moreover, 200 widows were able to benefit from legal advice.

“ Compared to the past few years, 
we have noticed a change in the 
legislation. Awareness campaigns 
are organised here and there.  
We want public authorities and 
families to take action to end  
the despoliation of widows.”
  Boubenga Firmin, head of the 
Nkolegoum district

“ Thanks to the Foundation for 
coming to us, in our homes.”
  Widow Mahanga

1: Mbouity Rose, Head 
of district PK 10

Events of 2015
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Pink October

A second edition on the theme of early detection.  
This is the second time that the Foundation has decided to develop the concept of 
Pink October in Gabon. A month of awareness-raising campaign, regarding 
women’s cancers, focusing on the importance of early detection.

Raising awareness, informing and mobilising on cancer issues were the main 
objectives of the public service announcement campaign. It also aimed at 
convincing women to get screened and to provide sick ones with hope. A strong 
message targeted young girls and women (aged 25–55) in particular.

Pink October 2015 therefore focused on the promotion of early detection of 
breast and cervical cancers in Estuaire, as well as the launch of activities in 
three provinces, namely, Woleu-Ntem, Haut-Ogooué and Ogooué-Maritime. 

In Estuaire, the official launch of the campaign took place on October 1st. 
Throughout the month, awareness-raising activities were organised in various 
districts of the capital. Health facilities increased their early detection activities 
thanks to the medical equipment and consumables and awareness-raising 
materials (leaflets, posters and goodies) provided by the Foundation.

Providing information about free screening

The launch of Pink October in three additional provinces enabled the start of 
early detection activities by new units in medical centres and regional hospitals 
with the involvement of 96 new healthcare members. Moreover, the Foundation 
launched a wide awareness campaign to popularise the importance of early 
detection and the availability of free screening, thanks in particular to the 
distribution of informative materials by a team of volunteers and the 
involvement of local and national media. 

On 14th and 15th October, the President of the Foundation travelled to the 
province of Ogooué-Maritime for the launch of breast and cervical cancer early 
detection activities.

Over two days, the President of the Foundation, her staff and the Foundation’s 
volunteers visited the cities of Port-Gentil, Gamba and Omboué in order to 
raise women’s awareness of the importance of screening. 

Clinical examinations on 9,000 women

Pink October allowed awareness to be raised among over 77,000 people, and 
clinical breast and cervical examinations to be performed on more than 9,000 
women over the age of 25 for breast and cervical cancer screening. 

Finally, this was an opportunity for the Foundation to mobilise many 
companies, institutions and town councils to support the cause. 

1: Pink October 
awareness campaign in 
Ogouué-Maritime

9,000 
Over 9,000 women screened

77,000
Over 77,000 people informed during  
the campaign

1

96
New formed caregivers 

96 new healthcare staff 
members in three 
additional provinces.

Events of 2015
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About Gabon Marathon

Race to save lives!
On November 28th 2015, for the third consecutive year, Gabon Marathon organised 
La Gabonaise, an exclusively female race over a distance of 5 kilometers. It is a 
race for the fight against women’s cancers in Gabon.

La Gabonaise, an event bringing together more than 4,000 women from 
various backgrounds, is a real women’s event. A first for Central Africa,  
this race helps to increase discussion of women’s cancers, the importance  
of early detection, vaccination and the non-stigmatisation of patients. 

As each year, the President of the Foundation, Sylvia Bongo Ondimba, 
mobilises women from all over the country and the world to run alongside  
her and her guests. This year the first lady of DRC, Olive Lembe Kabila,  
and Guinea Conakry, Djéné Kaba Condé were her guests. Three times  
French Olympic medallist Marie-Josée Perec together with Germina Mokui 
Mab, Minister of Culture, representing the First Lady of Equatorial Guinea  
and Dela Soura, Minister Delegate for Social Protection representing  
First Lady of Ghana, also joined in.

All the registration fees for La Gabonaise were directly donated by Gabon 
Marathon to the Foundation for the construction of the Maison d’Alice,  
a facility offering free accommodation to patients affected by cancer who  
are unable to afford accommodation and/or transport to Libreville’s  
Institute of Cancerology for their treatment.

1

“ Because ‘La Gabonaise’ is  
a 5 kilometer race for women.  
No fewer than 4,000 women 
come together, determined  
to challenge themselves for  
a shared cause.

  Because for me engagement goes 
hand-in-hand with action,  
courage, boldness…

Why I am running in ‘La Gabonaise’?

1: A view of the 
participants of the 
Marathon of Gabon

2: The President of SBO 
Foundation for the 
Family at the Gabon 
Marathon

  Because I want to share what  
I firmly believe: cancer is not  
a fatality. We can significantly 
improve the patients’ lives while 
respecting their dignity. We can 
survive it. We can DEFEAT  
it through information, raising 
awareness and action…”

  Sylvia Bongo Ondimba, Founder

Events of 2015

2
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Prevention, treatment and support 
In Gabon, there are said to be 1,000 new cases of cancer per year and 800  
deaths from the disease. Since 2013, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation  
for the Family has been committed to the fight against cancer, its ambition  
being to make Gabon a centre of excellence for the management and fight  
against cancers in Central Africa.

Background

According to the International Agency for Research on Cancer, it is estimated 
there were 14.1 million new cases of cancer and 8.2 million cancer-related 
deaths in 2012 (GLOBOCAN 2012). The disease is progressing in Sub-Saharan 
Africa due to the increase of life expectancy and the change in the lifestyles of 
the population. 

Scientific research and technical progress over the last 50 years have allowed  
us to gain a better understanding of the disease. Although some aspects of 
cancer are still subject to much uncertainty, it is now possible to cure 45 - 60% 
of patients affected by this condition in those countries in possession of the 
required skills and technical support centres.

Women’s cancers: the most common type

In Gabon, the probability of getting cancer before the age of 75 is 9.7% 
(GLOBOCAN 2012). Regarding the most common women’s cancers, the 
incidence rate of breast cancer is 16.1/100,000 and 19.9/100,000 women for 
cervical cancer (Cancer Atlas, WHO, 2014). 

Gabon is said to have 1,000 new cases of cancer per year and 800 deaths from 
the disease. Moreover, women’s cancers (breast and cervical cancers) are the 
most frequent in the country. They account for 88% of gynaecological and 
mammary cancers treated at Libreville’s Institute of Cancer (ICL).

Although breast cancer is mainly associated with genetic, hereditary and 
hormonal factors, in most cases cervical cancers are caused by a persistent 
genital infection with certain carcinogenic human papillomaviruses (HPV). 
The likelihood of developing this sexually transmitted infection is increased  
by having multiple sexual partners and early unprotected sexual intercourse. 

In most cases, breast and cervical cancers are detected at a very late stage of 
development, which results in low chances of recovery despite the availability  
of high-quality technical support. 

Description of the activities 

Reducing deaths from women’s cancers

Since 2013, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family has been 
committed to the fight against cancer in Gabon, breast and cervical cancers 
in particular, its ambition being to make Gabon a centre of excellence for the 
management and fight against cancers in Central Africa.

The Foundation’s objective is to reduce the incidence and mortality rates  
of the most common women’s cancers. This vision has been developed into  
a strategy for combating cancers based on three pillars: prevention, treatment, 
and support. 

1: Pink October 
Awareness within 
Gabon provinces

1
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1. Prevention

Prevention is one of the most efficient ways of combatting cancer. 

In 2014, the Foundation launched the programme for the Early Detection  
of Breast and Cervical Cancers (DPCSC) in order to establish diagnostic  
units in local medical centres through basic activities: training of personnel, 
allocation of medical equipment and consumables as well as the restoration 
and refurbishment of premises.

Studies show that early detection of breast and cervical cancers may reduce 
the mortality rate by 25% thanks to large scale screening and diagnosis 
carried out quickly, without risk or charge in walk-in maternal and child  
care units. 

The actions conducted as part of the Early Detection Programme include 
clinical examinations of the breast (inspection, auscultation and palpation) 
and uterine cervix (visual inspection with acetic acid (VIA) and/or Lugol’s 
iodine). Suspect cases are then referred for colposcopy, onsite treatment  
of precancerous lesions and management of confirmed cases of cancer by 
Libreville’s Cancer Institute.

Donation of equipment for treatment

Furthermore, the Foundation supports regional hospitals with diagnosis 
management by providing them with the necessary equipment. This equipment 
enables on-site treatment of precancerous lesions and therefore significantly 
reduces the risk of cervical cancer developing.

Moreover, in 2015, for the purpose of securing access to screening to as many 
women as possible, the Foundation initiated the expansion of the Breast and 
Cervical Cancer Early Detection Programme to three additional regions, 
namely, Haut-Ogooué, Ogooué-Maritime and Woleu-Ntem. Early detection 
units were installed in 47 health centers in the country, covering 84% of the 
Gabonese population.     

Promoting local actions

The Foundation is fully involved in organising events aimed at drawing 
attention to the fight against women’s cancers through local actions combined 
with communication in the media and on social networks. 

The year dedicated to raising awareness began on February 4th 2015 marking 
World Cancer Day, with a mass communication regarding the programme  
for the Early Detection of Breast and Cervical Cancers, construction work  
on the Maison d’Alice began at the same time. During Pink October,  
the Foundation reinforced the issues and benefits of early detection whilst 
mobilising health care professionals to inform and guide their patients. 
Finally, the Gabon Marathon provided an opportunity to encourage women 
to race alongside the President of the Foundation for the fight against  
women’s cancers. 

In parallel, in November 2015 the Foundation, in partnership with the 
Moroccan Association for Public and Environmental Health, launched  
a feasibility and acceptability study for HPV vaccination, with a view to 
implementing a national programme and incorporating it into the Expanded 
Programme on Immunisation. This vaccination is required to prevent 
cervical cancer, which is mainly caused by a sexually transmitted infection 
generated by certain types of Human Papillomaviruses (HPV). The results  
of the study will allow us to gain a better understanding of the effective 
implementation of HPV immunisation in Gabon. 

2 and 3: Awareness 
campaign on early 
detection of female 
cancers

Early detection of 
breast and cervical 
cancers may reduce 
mortality rate by 25%

2
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2. Treatment

Caring for people with symptoms or affected by cancer is an essential part of our strategy. 

To provide hope to the patients and to secure their treatment, a public- 
private partnership has been developed with Libreville’s Institute of 
Cancerology (ICL) which constitutes the cornerstone of the entire “Action 
Against Cancer” Programme.

The institute is designed to become a regional centre of reference for the 
management of cancer, as well as the diagnosis and treatment of people 
affected by the disease. 

Its technical support centre is made up of all services allowing effective cancer 
management, including radiotherapy, nuclear medicine, chemotherapy and a 
biology laboratory for tumours.

In order to improve the quality of patient management, the Foundation 
supports the ICL by training its personnel, some of whom have benefitted 
from in-service training sessions in Morocco thanks to the partnership with 
the Lalla Salma Foundation.

Available medication: uninterrupted treatment

The Foundation also helps ensure the availability of anti-cancer drugs, 
allowing patients to receive uninterrupted treatment. To this end, in 2015, the 
ICL was provided with a large amount of anti-cancer drugs and 
pharmaceutical products allowing over 100 patients to receive chemotherapy.

Finally, the Foundation has provided the ICL with technical assistance and, 
with the support of its President, has strongly appealed for better maintenance 
of its equipment. The aim is to ensure the continuity of treatments and offer 
the best possible quality of care to the patients. 

This strong support for the ICL has allowed the organisation to administer 
radiation therapy and chemotherapy to more than 500 patients in 2015.

Libreville’s Institute  
of Cancerology: a 
future centre of 
excellence in the region.

3
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3. Assistance

According to the data collected from the ICL in 2013, nearly 20% of patients 
give up their treatment due to lack of accommodation in Libreville and some 
patients based in the capital cannot follow their course of treatment regularly 
because they live too far from the ICL. 

In order to overcome this constraint, the Foundation is committed to 
providing patients with free accommodation, allowing them to receive their 
treatments under the best possible conditions.

The Maison d’Alice, the Foundation’s flagship project, is designed to 
accommodate patients affected by cancer from remote areas of the capital  
or the country who cannot find accommodation locally or reliable means  
of transport to receive continuous treatment at the ICL. In addition to 
full-board accommodation, the establishment also offers social and psychological 
support to help patients deal with the treatment and its side effects and to 
gain an understanding of the disease to improve the chances of recovery.

Improved social conditions

Initiated in February 2015, the construction of the Maison d’Alice is progressing 
rapidly. The buildings, including the bungalows that will accommodate 
patients receiving treatment at Libreville’s Institute of Cancerology, are 
almost complete, and the facility is due to open in the second half of 2016. 

The mission of the Maison d’Alice is to:

• Provide accommodation for patients in need who come from remote 
locations (and possibly for a member of their family) during the period  
of their outpatient treatment;

• Improve the social and psychological conditions of patients so as to reduce 
the rate of treatment abandonment and increase the recovery rate;

• Provide assistance and regular monitoring for patients undergoing 
chemotherapy or radiotherapy;

• Provide patients with information, education and communication 
regarding the monitoring and treatment of the disease.

Modelled on the Lalla Salma Foundation patient accommodation in Morocco, the Maison 
d’Alice was named after the first female Gabonese patient to receive radiotherapy at 
Libreville’s Institute of Cancerology in 2013

4

Initiatives for women

Summary of 2015 figures

Construction of the Maison d’Alice

The concept of La Maison d’Alice

La Maison d’Alice in construction

23,600
Women screened for breast and cervical 
cancer since 2014

96
Caregivers trained by the DPCSC in 
three additional regions 

4 
Caregivers from the ICL trained in  
care quality and assistance to patients  
at the HASSAN II University Hospital 
in Fes, Morocco 

893 
Patients treated with radiotherapy  
at the ICL
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Find your way to success 
For the purpose of providing better careers information to young people,  
the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family has developed  
an instructive tool, “Vocational Handbook”, in order to highlight career  
choices matching Gabon’s labour market. 

Background

Gabon is one of those rare countries in Africa that has reached a school 
enrolment level of 96%.

Education is free and compulsory for all children aged between 6 and 16. 
Moreover, there is little gender disparity.

Nonetheless, despite this high level of school enrolment, we can observe high 
levels of class repetition and drop outs in both gender groups. 38% of pupils 
repeat their school year in primary school and 3% drop out completely.

Although 60 to 70 new teachers are trained every year, 180 to 200 teaching 
positions remain vacant due to personnel shortage. Vocational and technical 
programmes are neglected to the profit of the liberal arts.

Finally, the Gabonese educational system is characterised by an imbalance 
between job opportunities and the training level of people entering the job 
market every year.

Description of the activities

Matching aspirations with market reality

In 2015, the Foundation designed and implemented vocational guidance 
material in the form of a handbook entitled “Vocational Handbook”.  
This 200 page handbook is the vehicle for a global project with the  
following objectives:

• Allow young Gabonese men and women to find a job matching their 
aspirations and skills in line with Gabon’s labour market.

• Inform and raise awareness amongst Gabonese secondary school students 
regarding jobs, training and employment opportunities in Gabon.

Students and education staff therefore have access to job profiles describing 
the required qualification, profiles, level of salary, daily tasks and career 
prospects for any given job.

Available in Centres for Documentation and Information (CDIs)

The Vocational Handbook covers all branches of Gabon’s economy, and 
indicates the employment and growth prospects of each of them. It also 
provides information on general, technology and professional courses in 
higher education in Gabon.

Initiatives for young people

1

1: Promotional Tour  
of the Vocational 
Handbook “Find your 
way to success”  
within Gabon

1

76
High schools visited

6,000
Vocational Handbooks were distributed 

“This book lets us know about 
all the different kinds of jobs 
existing in our country, so that 
we are able to make the right 
choice at the right moment.  
We are happy that the Sylvia 
Bongo Ondimba Foundation 
thinks about youth, even us 
living in the provinces.  
Thank you!” 
Ngoua Nze Junior, Student,  
25 years old
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“The main feature of my 
activities within the Ozavino 
incubator is Ecole Ruban Vert’s 
library. Having access to a 
wide range of books helped me 
with my various school research 
projects, but also quite simply, 
provided me with entertainment 
and education. Then, there is 
the Science club where I have 
been able to improve my English 
skills by talking with English-
speaking teachers. Finally, the 
coaching sessions were very 
rewarding, not only intellectually 
but also morally. I picked up 
many tips which proved to be 
very helpful in daily life, such 
as always making sure I “align” 
my head, body and heart in 
order to start a day smoothly.” 

Marie Orléane, Institution Immaculée 
Conception, Libreville

1: The Ozavino 
promotion tour  
within Gabon

2: Young students of 
the “Ozavino Incubator”

21

Training the future leaders of the country! 
The Ozavino Scholarship is a scheme that offers talented and motivated young 
Gabonese people access to excellence training abroad. For the third edition,  
six young people gained entrance to selective higher education establishments and 
universities.

Background

An excellent school enrolment rate close to 100%, a social culture that promotes 
education, gender parity up until secondary school… these are some of the 
many assets Gabon possesses regarding education. Moreover, a grants system is 
available on a large scale basis: approximately 60% of secondary and higher 
education students benefit from grants. However, only 16% of scholars pursue 
their studies abroad, and this percentage is reduced when counting those who 
join the world top 100 schools and universities where tuition fees are often high.

Description of the activity 

International challenge

The Ozavino Scholarship was established to allow talented young Gabonese 
people with high leadership potential to access the rigorous training provided 
by these prestigious schools, with a view to taking up global challenges and 
becoming leaders within the Gabonese society. The scholarship third edition is 
composed of 6 excellent young people who have gained entrance to renowned 
universities: HEC Paris, Vatel Institute, Sciences Po Paris, INSA Lyon, Cologne, 
Toronto and Casablanca universities…

To date, 13 young men and women have obtained this scholarship which 
allowed them to pursue their studies stress-free, benefitting from working in a 
high-performance environment, improving their command of foreign 
languages, increasing their awareness of other cultures and getting to know 
other people through language and cultural study trips. For instance, in 2015, 
Yéléna, Marie-Lys and Aude flew to China, Prague and Atlanta (United States) 
respectively.

A breeding ground for new talents

In parallel, the “Ozavino incubator”, established in 2014, continues for the best 
students of public secondary school Year 11s. Through this programme,  
we mentor young people over a period of three years until they obtain their 
Baccalaureate. Our objective: to promote excellence, reinforce their skills in 
Science and English in order to help them gain access to the Ozavino 
Scholarship. Cooperation with the Ecole Ruban Vert is excellent, and our 
young people particularly appreciate the coaching sessions aimed at improving 
personal development. The “incubator” is expanding to other secondary 
schools in Gabon.

2

Initiatives for young people

13 
Young students at the  

“Ozavino Scholarship”
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1: The Safety First 
caravan, a way of 
meeting high school 
students of Gabon

2: The animatic spot 
“You & Me” produced by 
the Foundation for the 
Safety First campaign.

Towards better HIV/AIDS prevention
Over 40,000 people are currently living with HIV/AIDS and young girls are 
particularly affected. The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family has set 
up a vast prevention campaign: Safety First.

Background

To halt the spread of HIV/AIDS and provide universal access to treatment  
for HIV/AIDS for all those who need it: that was the 6th Millennium 
Development Goal for the end of 2015. This goal was set at less than 1.2%  
of people aged 15 to 49. 

In 2012, 41,000 people were living with HIV/AIDS in Gabon, that is to say  
an HIV/AIDS prevalence rate of 4.1%. There are huge differences in the 
prevalence rates between provinces, with a maximum rate of 7.2% in  
Woleu-Ntem.

Young girls are particularly affected: they account for 65% of new infections 
amongst adults aged 15 to 24. 

Suspicion towards methods of prevention 

The use of contraceptives is a real issue that is reflected in the contraceptive 
prevalence rate of 31%. Only one young woman in 2 who has had more than 
one sexual partner over the last 12 months declares that she used a condom 
during her most recent sexual intercourse compared to 3 out of 4 men. 

These figures reflect the ignorance, lack of interest and even suspicion of 
young people towards these methods of protection. This situation contributes 
to the spread of the virus.

Teenage pregnancies are another consequence of the low use of contraceptive 
methods among young girls. In Gabon, 28% of young girls aged 15 to 19 have 
already started their reproductive life. Very often, they interrupt their 
secondary school curriculum and are abandoned by their child’s father.

Initiatives for young people

32,000 
People informed

130
Young volunteers formed

80,000 
Condoms distributed 

68% believe that 
condoms are a reliable 
method to protect 
oneself against  
HIV/AIDS.

Description of the activities

Priority: access to methods of prevention

In order to participate in the fight against HIV/AIDS, the Sylvia Bongo 
Ondimba Foundation for the Family has implemented the Safety First 
campaign designed to improve knowledge about HIV/AIDS and methods of 
prevention, as well as to provide young people with a method of contraception. 

The Foundation produced an exclusive range of condoms, “You & Me  
by FSBO” designed with the event’s colors. These condoms were distributed 
freely to young Gabonese people during an original and innovative campaign 
based on the necessity to protect oneself. Intentionally non-moralistic, this 
campaign’s objective was to raise young people’s awareness by means of 
playful, locally available materials on the risks of having unprotected sex.

The condoms were distributed in large numbers to young people by a team  
of Foundation volunteers during local events in Libreville, and by members  
of the NGO ABA’A and clubs for AIDS information who took over the 
awareness campaign in Mitzic, Bitam and Oyem. 

Furthermore, “Safety First Camps” were organised in Libreville and  
Woleu-Ntem. These education-entertainment platforms offer young Gabonese 
people activities and events in relation to HIV/AIDS and teenage pregnancy 
prevention. The Foundation also got the media and social networks involved 
through a huge communication campaign, again designed to inform and 
raise awareness amongst young Gabonese people. The Safety First campaign 
therefore trained and mobilised 130 volunteers, raised the awareness of 
approximately 32,000 people and distributed 80,000 condoms.

1

2
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1: Donation of mobility 
vehicles to people with 
disabilities at SBO 
Foundation

Combatting social exclusion 
In Gabon, people with disabilities are still facing integration difficulties and 
discrimination. The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family organises 
actions aimed particularly at improving their mobility.

Background

2.1% of Gabon’s population, or 26,790 people, have one or more disabilities. 
This data was obtained from the general population and housing census 
conducted in 2003. Mobility impairments affecting lower limbs are 
predominant (27% of cases), followed by blind individuals (12%) and deaf, 
mute or deaf and mute people (12% in total). 

Several problems are encountered whilst supporting them despite the public 
authorities’ focus on the promotion and protection of people with disabilities.

They are still experiencing social exclusion and discrimination in every aspect 
of their lives: education, vocational training, employment, health care, sports, 
cultural and leisure activities. The lack of technical support remains an 
obstacle to their autonomy and therefore to their socioeconomic integration. 

Description of the activities

A move towards greater accessibility

Since 2010, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family has  
been committed to supporting the socioeconomic integration of people  
with disabilities by reducing the various obstacles they are confronted with. 
Accessibility not only concerns buildings, roads, transports, accommodations 
and workplaces, but information and communication services as well. 

By primarily offering mobility equipment (electric scooters and wheelchairs, 
manual wheelchairs, walking frames) to workers, students and young people 
attending school, the Foundation helps to improve their conditions,  
and consequently promotes school retention and access to employment.  
The sustainability of the project has been secured in Libreville through the 
creation in 2010 of a repairs and maintenance shop, as well as repairs and 
maintenance carried out by special missions throughout the provinces all  
year long. 

840 mobility aids distributed

In 2015, the Foundation confirmed its commitment by reinforcing prior 
actions. Following training on how to use them, 92 visually impaired people 
were given white canes and 73 mobility impaired people received mobility 
aids. Consequently, since 2011, 840 mobility aids have been distributed  
by the Foundation nationwide.

In addition, 273 devices were serviced and repaired at the shop. Two 
workshop technicians, together with two local technicians, were provided 
with a refresher training course followed by a practical placement at the 
workshop. Spare parts were also supplied to be sold at accessible prices, 
suitable for people with low incomes. 

1

Initiatives for solidarity
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92 
White canes distributed

840
Mobility aids distributed throughout 
Gabon since 2011

2

2 and 3: Beneficiaries of 
an electric wheelchair

Initiatives for solidarity

“It is the first time that I receive 
an electric wheelchair. I asked 
as a small owner of a car wash 
business. Now, I will be able to 
move as I want to and do real 
business. It is a big step for me.”
Lipalou Cherin, 34 years old, 
Owner of a car wash
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1: Normal class session 
for minors in custody of 
the Libreville Central 
Prison

Initiatives for solidarity

Developing education for young people in custody 
Through its actions to support Libreville’s Central Prison School,  
the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family is eager to take up  
the challenge of assisting young people in custody.

Background

Psychological and family relationship breakdowns as well as dropping  
out of school are some of the issues affecting young people aged 14 to 18  
in custody. These factors boosted their attraction to crimes such as theft 
(54.29%), criminal association (8.57%), assault and battery (7.62%) etc. 

Most of these young people are from underprivileged backgrounds and  
often experience failure at school, requiring appropriate educational  
coaching to be considered for successful re-integration into society. 

This approach lies within the framework of the international agreements  
for child protection that Gabon has ratified, as well as the country’s  
legislation with regard to the judicial protection of children.

Description of the activities 

Educational coaching of 287 minors

Since 2011, the Foundation has committed to guaranteeing the respect of 
educational rights of children in conflict with the law, with a view to their 
re-integration into society. In 2014, Libreville’s Central Prison School was 
thus refurbished to make it more suitable for the education of minors in 
custody. Furthermore, personnel were trained, equipment was supplied,  
and classes were provided for. To date, 287 minors have benefitted from  
this educational coaching programme.

In 2015, the Foundation reinforced its support for Libreville’s Central  
Prison School. Consequently, 84 young people were provided with teaching 
comprising 276 sessions of refresher courses in Literacy, Mathematics  
and French. 

Know-how and interpersonal skills

An introduction to traffic regulations workshop allowed 15 students to 
progressively become road users and learn safety rules, their justification and 
merits. These young people were taught to promote interpersonal skills 
through respect for the rules and others. This training course also gave some 
of the students the opportunity to aim for transportation professions, such  
as taxi driver or lorry driver.

Moreover, 56 minors were provided with first aid courses, 26 learners 
attended an introduction to plastic and graphic arts and 23 young people 
discovered basic gardening and market gardening techniques. 

Finally, practical, oral and written tests for a primary and elementary school 
certificate (CEPE) were held within the prison. 

 

“ Thank you to the Foundation 
for giving me the opportunity to 
participate in this new activity.  
I think I will manage to re-
integrate into society when  
I leave prison.”
 O.Z, participant in the plastic  
arts workshop

“ …I would like someone  
to call my mother and tell her  
I passed the preliminary exams 
of the primary and elementary 
school certificate. Thank you 
to the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba 
Foundation for the moral and 
social support they provide us 
with every day. The instructors 
are very caring, and treat us as 
though we were not convicts.”
  O.G, a candidate for the CEPE 
examination

1

“ Prison should no longer 
be regarded as a place for 
subjection but rather as a place 
for education for re-integration 
into the family, society and 
the labour market of the target 
audience”
  Ondzaghe-Ewak Jean-Baptiste, 
instructor for module 2 of the 
training seminar

84  
Students attended the  
training programme

84 
Hygiene and food kits were distributed 

56 
Minors were provided with Red  
Cross first aid courses
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Satisfying needs and kindling interest 
The Arc-en-Ciel and Espoir centres have taken in nearly 200 street children.  
The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family undertakes to meet their 
needs while promoting their introduction to culture.

Background

Nearly 650 street children and young people are said to live on the margins  
of society and very often in extreme poverty, mainly in Libreville and 
Owendo’s urban and suburban areas. Each year, around one hundred of 
them are taken in by the Arc-en-Ciel and Espoir centres. These organisations 
are devoted to providing children with accommodation, education, medical 
care, a healthy diet and leisure activities.

Description of the activities 

18,000 meals for young people and 41 food parcels

Since 2013, the Foundation has been committed to satisfying primarily the 
needs of the nearly 200 children that the Arc-en-Ciel and Espoir centres have 
taken in. The Foundation aims to prevent juvenile delinquency by promoting 
re-integration into the family, education, society and the labour market. 

In 2015, monthly food donations enabled the provision of 18,000 meals to 
young people and 41 food parcels to families. 

On the agenda: music and sports

The Foundation has also developed leisure activities by providing a music 
teacher for 26 singing, flute and music theory lessons for the children. 28 
young people therefore benefitted from music lessons, and a concert was 
organised at the end of the school year. With regard to sports activities, 
around thirty tickets for a football match were provided. 

Furthermore, schemes to promote reintegration into the family and 
educational and professional activities involved more than 110 young people, 
including four individuals who received training for hotel and catering jobs, 
as well as two temporary placements for young girls facing social difficulties.

1: Young residents of 
the Arc-en-Ciel center 
during music class

“ I am currently living at the 
centre. The food is good and 
I’m not planning to back to the 
streets. The staff take good care 
of us.” 
  David, 18, living at the centre for the 
past 3 months 

“ Seeing others attending music 
lessons, I became interested  
in music because I was 
impressed when I heard them 
play the flute.”
  Jardell, 15, living at the centre  
for the past 7 months 

1

Donation of sports equipment

As the CAN approached, 13 clubs from 6 districts in Libreville and Owendo 
have received a complete kit of football equipment containing specific 
materials allowing the sport to be played safely. 

The selection of the equipment was subject to an in-depth study carried out by 
experts who recommended equipment that complies with international 
standards and norms. 

In order to nurture vocations and allow young people to meet with their idols, 
550 tickets were given to young players during the Gabon-Mozambique 
football game held at the China and Gabon Friendship Stadium in Angondje 
in November 2015.

Through this gift, the Foundation hopes to allow the neighbourhood youth  
to practise sports in the best possible conditions, create a new wave of 
champions, and most of all to encourage them to keep themselves in good 
physical condition. 

4 
Young people trained to labour market 

18,000
Meals offered

Initiatives for solidarity
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The Foundation’s accounts have been certified by Pricewaterhouse Coopers.

Resources 

A Own funds 92%
B Civil Society 5%
C Other Incomes 3%
 

Foundation Uses  

A Initiatives for Youth 33%
B Initiatives for Women 33%
C Initiatives for Solidarity 9%
D Running Expenses 21%
E Communication Expenses  
     & Resources Mobilisation   4%
 

The Foundation in Figures

Resources 
Financial resources Amount in CFA francs Amount in Euros 

Own funds  2,455,288,568 3,743,063.29
Private Companies 110,000,000 167,693.92
Other Incomes 77,549,795 118,223.90
    2,642,838,363 4,028,981.11

       
  
In-kind donations Amount in CFA francs Amount in Euros

Private Companies 13,440,559 20,490.00

Total    2,656,278,922 4,049,471.11

Spending by Area of   Intervention
 
Action Area   Amount in CFA francs Amount in Euros

Initiatives for Youth 842,358,551 1,284,167.33
Initiatives for Women 864,774,413 1,318,340.09
Initiatives for Solidarity 229,144,357 349,328.32
    1,936,277,321 2,951,835.75

   
 
Frais généraux Fondation* Montants francs CFA Montants Euros

Running Expenses 551,874,815 841,327.73
Communication Expenses & Resources Mobilisation 92,420,117 140,893.56
    644,294,932 982,221.29

Total    2,580,572,253 3,934,057.04

*To ensure the social impact, our programs are managed directly with beneficiaries. 
 Assistance, monitoring and supervision is provided directly by the Foundation, which generates a specific cost structure.

The Foundation  
in Figures
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• United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

• Lalla Salma Foundation - Cancer Prevention and 
Treatment

• Global Partnerships Forum

• Libreville’s Institute of Cancerology

• Ministry of Education and Technical Education

• Ministry of Health and Social Welfare 

• UN Women

• UN Aids

• World Health Organisation

• UNESCO

• UNICEF

Our Partners

TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL PARTNERS:

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS: 

Notes

• Airtel Gabon

• Alliance Immobilier

• Assurances Industrielles et Commerciales 
(ASSINCO)

• Azur Gabon

• International Bank for Commerce and Industry 
(BICIG)

• BE TECH

• Aurore Cardot Architectural Office

• Consignements and Loans Fund (CDC)

• National Health and Social Security Insurance Fund

• National Social Security Fund (CNSS)

• Gabonese Company of Distribution (Ceca-Gadis)

• General Company of Distribution

• Gabonese Red Cross

• DFI Printers

• International School of Ruban Vert

• Building and Frame Company (ECCC)

• EPCE

• GAUFF Foundation

• National Social Welfare Fund

• Gabon Meca

• Gabon Oil Company (GOC)

• Gabon Special Economic Zone (GSEZ) SA

• Gabon Telecom

• Gabon TV

• GEMO

• OGAR Group

• Marathon of Gabon

• NSIA Gabon

• Harbour Office of Gabon (OPRAG)

• Sensibilisation Santé Sexualité NGO (SSS)

• Gabonese Insurance Commercial Society (SCG-Ré)

• Company of Brewers of Gabon (SOBRAGA): 
ANDZA, Coca Cola

• Society of Gabonese Containers (STCG)

• Gabonese Company for Petroleum Products Storage 
(SGEPP)

• Sodexo

• The Lancet

• VAMED



The SBOF Team


