2012
Activity
Report

1

488,800
349,500
258,000
141,310
8,880
7,000
1,593
1,200
325
197
139

488 800 condoms distributed

349,500 ‘Can Without AIDS’
goodies distributed

258 000 people indirectly reached

141 310 calls received on the ‘1455’
free and anonymous telephone line
for widows

8,880 birthing kits distributed in 18
healthcare centers across the country

7,000 families beneficiaries

1,593 ‘female’
microloans awarded

1,200 beneficiaries benefited
from our program for sustainable
rural communities

325 wheelchairs distributed
to people with motor impairments
in the 9 provinces of the country

197 training sessions offered
to civil society

139 medical staff members trained
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For the past two years, my Foundation has been constantly working
in favor of Gabonese families. My objectives have been to strengthen
our ties around shared values, to give each and every person the
capacity and desire to act together and to offer our communities
better living conditions and a brighter future.
Our country has immense potential and I am convinced that together
we can accomplish great things, since Gabon is dynamic, determined,
ambitious and ready for change.
I would like us to accept this challenge together, keeping in mind
that we are all pursuing the same objective, that of social wellbeing.
My Foundation prioritizes partnerships. We have therefore developed
sincere and committed relations with all those concerned in society:
private companies, associations and even international and public
organisations.

Word from
the First Lady

These partnerships allow us to constantly share new ideas and to
grow and improve. I am confident that by looking to the future
through multiple perspectives and in the spirit of dialogue,
we will obtain a level of creativity and innovation that will
exceed our aspirations.
The values of the Foundation are demonstrated through our actions,
which aim to improve people’s lives. Through your enthusiasm, your
support and your commitment to us, you can help us to develop the
best strategies to implement effective and original projects anchored
in the daily reality of all Gabonese people.
I am counting on you to support our initiatives and our projects
by giving us your ideas and contributing your skills and your energy.
We all have a role to play and a duty to obtain results.
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Governance,
Values and Missions
of the Foundation

Governance
The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba
Foundation for the Family uses values
based management. It prioritizes
solidarity, creativity and innovation
for the common good. It is based on
a shared culture of looking after the
interests of all people.

Our mission is to encourage

Our strength resides in our expertise

all Gabonese people to become true
development partners and to take
responsibility for their own success,
so that everyone can benefit from
the new development opportunities.

in our projects, our knowledge
of Gabon, and our capacity to
mobilize and unite national and
international skills, in order to
start, encourage and promote the
best initiatives within a process
of accountability and responsibility.

Our scope is the entire Gabonese
Our objective is to act for the

emergence of a united and strong
nation that offers each and every
person the opportunity to contribute
to the development of society.

population, including the most
vulnerable people, so that all causes
can be listened to and heard.

Values
Honesty and Integrity

Complementarity

We are evolving within a professional
environment founded upon trust
and tolerance, and we respond
dynamically and objectively for
the benifit of the greatest number
of people.

Our actions are designed to
complement those of the public
authorities. We work in
collaboration with the authorities
as well as with organizations and
businesses which respect
our principles.

Solidarity

We reinforce the capacity of people
and communities to take action
together in order to find sustainable
solutions to their problems.

Family

We believe in what constitutes
the pillar of our society and the
heart of the Gabonese nation:

our families and our communities.
Our actions are focused on
strengthening family values at all
levels in society.
Professionalism

We strive to promote an inspiring
and stimulating team spirit, wherein
each person is capable of working
effectively and can grow by
implementing concrete actions
for the common good.

Missions
Educate the majority on neglected

Act by setting up concrete

themes by speaking out for those
who have no voice.

projects that correspond as much
as possible to the needs expressed
by the populations.

Mobilize business people and political

figures by allowing them to get actively
involved at a national, regional and
even international level.
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Innovate by proposing creative
and sustainable solutions focused
on excellence.

Governance, Values and Missions of the Foundation
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Our initiatives

Initiatives for Young People
We want to provide support to young people, to inform them, stimulate them
and promote their sense of civic responsibilty and accountability so that they
can better prepare for the future.

Initiatives for Women
We are striving to consolidate the role women already play within
the family and to give them a major role within our societies
by supporting their rights and enabling them to acquire true
economic independence.

Initiatives for Solidarity
We are constantly working to find solutions to help all vulnerable
people find their place in society and to involve them
in development activities.

Capacity for building a civil society
We want to train members of civil society in organizational
management and to encourage civil society initiatives through calls for projects.
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2012 event:
An AIDS free
African Cup

“International mobilization,
prestigious sponsors, awareness
activities in the neighbourhoods
and exceptional events at the
opening and closing of the
African Cup of Nations
in Libreville.
The campaign ‘Can Without
AIDS’ was deployed throughout
the entire 2012 CAN-Orange
competition for a clear victory
against AIDS!”
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba

1

International mobilization

The ‘Can Without AIDS’ campaign urged us not to forget the HIV pandemic
on the African continent during this period of festivity and competition.
Supported by the African Football Confederation (CAF) as one of the four charitable
and humanitarian causes of the CAN Orange 2012, the campaign benefited from
never-before-seen mobilization and created a huge audience for the messages on
prevention for a clear victory, a Three to Zero, against AIDS.
s Zero transmission
s Zero deaths
s Zero discrimination
Prestigious sponsors

In order to bring this campaign as close as possible to young people, the
Foundation chose emblematic sponsors, stars well-known by the public,
particularly football heroes known for their sports and humanitarian values.
Samuel Eto’o
Captain of the unbeatable Lions from Cameroon, 4-time winner
of the African ‘Ballon d’Or’

‘As an African, this cause is close to my heart. I also grew up in a poor
neighbourhood. I knew people who had been infected by AIDS because
they had not been informed and had not protected themselves. This is what
I want to avoid for young people today.’
Didier Ovono
Goalkeeper of the Panthers team from Gabon

The victory of my country against AIDS is every bit as important to me
as the victory of our national team. (…). This is my way of giving back to
young people for all their support, by underlining the message of a ‘Can
Without AIDS’’.
The commitment of these emblematic football heroes allowed us to establish
a parallel between the game and life in order to point out the necessity of
strong values in an effective struggle against HIV and AIDS:
s Fair-play in every field
s Courage in the face of every challenge
s Sense of responsibility for oneself and for others
The ‘Can Without AIDS’ campaign also benefitted from support from
King Pelé and Daniel Cousin – Captain of the Panthers team – sponsors
of the ‘Can Without AIDS’ Beach Soccer tournament.
2

1: Two children during the
‘Can Without AIDS’ beach
soccer tournement
2: The President of the
Foundation with the two
sponsors of the campaign
3: The President of the
Foundation with Pelé
10
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Exceptional events

1

‘Can Without AIDS’ provided an opportunity for the Foundation to organize
exceptional events aimed at spreading the message concerning the prevention
of HIV/Aids even more widely.
On January 23, 2012, as a prelude to Gabon’s first game in the competition
against Niger, the Foundation organized the release of 50,000 balloons by
300 children in the middle of the Amitié Stadium as a symbol of the struggle
against AIDS. The famous red ribbon, universal symbol of the struggle
against AIDS, floated through the stadium to mark the start of the
‘Can Without AIDS’ campaign.

2

This celebration took place in the presence of the First Lady Mrs. Sylvia
Bongo Ondimba, the Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations
and Executive Director of UNAIDS Mr. Michel Sidibé, Samuel Eto’o
and an official from the Confederation of African Football (CAF).

The ‘Can Without AIDS’ campaign in figures

In only three weeks, ‘Can Without AIDS’ campaign established itself as an
initiative closely linked to sporting competitions. Through the combined
efforts of volunteers in the field and the exceptional actions carried out by the
Foundation, the campaign produced the following positive results:

On February 10, 2012, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation organized a
big Beach Soccer tournament bringing together around 2,000 young people,
with the support of King Pelé himself, and Daniel Cousin, the captain of
Gabon’s Panthers.

1: The President of
the Foundation with
Mr Sidibé, Samuel Eto’o
and an official from the
Confederation of African
Football (CAF)

43,000 215,000

Pelé, who had been named ‘Player of the 20th Century’ by FIFA, joined in
the popular mobilization of ‘Can Without AIDS’ and became the hero of the
campaign alongside the First Lady.

2: ‘The balloon release’

On February 12, 2012, at the closing ceremony of the ‘Can Without AIDS’
campaign, around 235 children formed a human red ribbon on the lawn of the
Amitié Stadium in Libreville, a few minutes before the start of the African Cup
of Nations final.

3: One of the ‘Can
Without AIDS’ posters

Activities of proximity

Throughout the competition the Foundation implemented an intensive
mobilization campaign to be as close as possible to the people.
This proximity to the people, supported by 200 volunteers from OPALs,
the Pan-African Organisation agianst AIDS, and the Gabonese Red Cross,
enabled the following:
s A permanent presence in the bleachers of the Libreville and
Franceville stadiums
s The presence of ‘Can Without AIDS’ stands in these stadiums for the
distribution of T-shirts, caps, condoms and other goodies
s Volunteers from active associations, who circulated in the
city of Libreville to inform, educate and mobilize people, distribute condoms
and offer free and anonymous screening
CANSANSIDA_CARTE2-21X10.pdf

7/11/11

People directly reached

People indirectly reached

852

3

‘Can Without AIDS’ ambassadors

‘Can Without AIDS’ mobile units
circulating around Libreville
and Franceville

31

2,100

Days of awareness campaigns
in 35 neighbourhoods of
Franceville and Libreville

People screened

488,800 80,000

17:48:13

3

Condoms distributed

20,000 349,500
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T-shirts distributed

Other ‘Can Without AIDS’ goodies
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“The education of young
people is one of the priority
programs of the Sylvia Bongo
Ondimba Foundation for the
Family. We want to enable
young people to prepare
their future under the best
possible conditions.”
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba

Context

For the past few years, Gabon has been committed to the promotion of new
information and communication technologies (NTIC) in education for the
purpose of developing innovative and stimulating teaching methods for the
students. The Ischool project is part of this dynamic program.
Description of the project

The Ischool pilot project, which was implemented throughout the entire
2012-2013 school year, brought together numerous partners, including the
Department of National Education, the GAUFF Foundation and the
company Apple.
Within this context, 110 iPad tablets were provided to 258 primary three
children in 3 schools, supported by 15 educational support staff members,
including 7 primary school teachers, 3 educational advisors, 2 inspectors
from the National Teachers School of Libreville, and 2 inspectors from the
National Pedagogical Institute.
The Primary 3 class is a pivotal year marking the beginning of the more
in-depth educational cycle. These tools aim at encouraging the development
of innovative teaching methods and introducing pupils to new technologies
as early as possible in their schooling.

110

110 iPad tablets made available
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258
258 pupils
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15

“We welcome the Ischool
project with open arms.
It has helped teachers by
providing an additional tool
(iPad) to encourage innovation
in teaching methods and the
development of other academic
approaches that facilitate
learning for young people.”

1

Nadège Aukome Engonghat,
Primary 3 Teacher

“Before, I could not have
imagined passing the exam to
obtain my certificate in primary
education. I can thank
the Foundation since it was
with their help that I succeeded.
The Foundation has really
helped minors like me who have
found themselves in prison.”
Arnaud, young detainee with
the best results in the primary
education exam

Education in prison
Context

The central Libreville prison has numerous detainees, including several young
people. The absence of a specific educational follow-up action for these young
people in the prison limits their chance for social reinsertion when their
prison term has ended.
Description of the project

Begun in 2010, this initiative aims to guarantee detained minors
the right to an education and to prepare them for reinsertion into society.
Through the project ‘Education in Prison’, minors have the possibility to take
back control of their future through education.
Their schooling contributes considerably to a reduction in the risk of
reoffending and gives them the means to rejoin society.
Initiated in November 2011, in a partnership with the ‘Arc-en-Ciel’
Association, the training has benefitted 68 young detainees from age
14 up to 22 years old in the central Libreville prison.

1: A Primary 3 pupil
working on his iPad
2: The President of
the Foundation meets
young offenders in
prison

Throughout the year, these young people followed classes in literacy, French
and mathematics at three different teaching levels, going from literacy classes
to the freshman year in high school, and including a specific preparation for
the Primary School Certificate (CEP).
2

Moreover, two hours were allocated to theoretical classes on road safety
awareness. Training leading to a diploma in gardening and vegetable
growing was also organized from July 15 to August 15 in a partnership
with Jardigab and Igad to train 20 young detainees interested in this field.
Results
The success of six young
detainees in the competitive
CEP exam
The renovation of a study area
allowing students to learn in a
suitable environment

16
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The training of 68 young detainees
aged 14-22 years old
The financing of weekly classes with
a homeroom teacher, French teacher
and mathematics teacher

Initiatives for Young People
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“We would like to consolidate
the role that women already
play within the family, and give
them a more important role in
the heart of our communities,
by supporting them in the
application of their rights,
and in the acquisition of true
economic independence.”
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba

Context

Based on the example of other countries, economic development in Gabon cannot
be achieved without the cooperation of women, who represent an important
source of labour and incarnate traditional knowledge in the rural areas.
Gabon possesses rich forestry resources and women are indispensable workers
in the conversion of non-timber forestry products.
The rural communities are among the poorest in the country. Since they have
limited access to education, to markets and to economic opportunities, they
depend totally on subsistence farming, hunting and fruit gathering.
The sustainable development of these populations is therefore dependent upon
the diversification of their sources of income, the good management of local
resources, the improvement of access to markets and the transmission and
enhancement of traditional Gabonese knowledge.
Description of the project

Since 2010 the Foundation has depended on the incredible potential of the
Gabonese forest and the non-timber forestry products to generate new sources
of income for people in rural zones.
The beneficiaries of the project have been involved from the outset, having
been encouraged to work together and take responsiblity for the initiative.
The Foundation’s teams carry out field trips to gain better understanding of the
local environment and to evaluate needs through enquiries and discussions in
the target communities.
The beneficiaries are therefore involved in:
s the evaluation of priority community needs
s the possibility of creating a new source of income through
the conversion of a previously identified product
s the development of a community approach to production
s the identification of good production practices and the
improvement in the quality of products
The methods for involving beneficiaries in the creation of the project have proven
to be effective, as witnessed by the number of people joining the pilot phase of
the project.

18
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“The production of Moabi oil is
complex. It requires traditional
knowledge, and through the
support of the Foundation, we
women have been supported at
all levels of production: from
the harvest, to the drying and
crushing of seeds, etc.”

Context

Capacity building among women is one of the priorities of the Sylvia Bongo
Ondimba Foundation for the Family.
The world of yesterday, today and tomorrow needs women – their voices, their
sensitivities, their proposals must be listened to and their solutions applied.

Mrs. Ibamba, Producer of
Moabi oil and beneficiary
of the Foundation’s support

Description of the project

300
50
women

villages
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300
1,200
families

indirect beneficiaries

“Formerly, numerous women
were ashamed to sell their
products at the market, and
they preferred to stay home.
But now, thanks to Akassi,
things have changed for women.
Today we can do business like
everyone else. Now I manage
my money as I want and I no
longer depend on my husband.”
Solange Okomé Minko, fruit and
vegetable saleswoman

Launched in December 2010, Akassi microloans are reserved for women
and groups of women to help them in the creation and development of
agricultural, arts and crafts or commercial activities.
Created in consultation with business women, it is adapted to their needs,
encourages their empowerment and accompanies them in their economic
projects.
Akassi presents numerous advantages compared to traditional bank loans:
s
s
s
s

previously defined transparent criteria for selection
a favorable interest rate
simplified procedures
flexible means of reimbursement

The beneficiaries work in various sectors, such as catering, hairdressing,
imports and agriculture. The objective is to give as many women as possible
access to microloans so that they can offer their children a good education
and look after their health needs.
Akassi beneficiaries gain independence and are taking responsibility
for themselves, thus becoming excellent role models for their children.
Results
In 2012, the Foundation received 2,197 Among the credit allocated, 80% of the
applications. 1,593 loans were granted. loans granted went to fund commercial
activities (sale of fruit and vegetables,
In 2012, the network of agencies
sale of fish, hair salons) while 15%
delivering Akassi microloans spread
went to the agricultural sector.
throughout the whole of Gabon in order
to offer to the entire population the
The demand for microloans is
same access to loans.
particularly high among the 35-44
age group, who account for 45%
of the loans granted.

Initiatives for Women
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Context

Each year, more than 500,000 women in the world die because of complications
in pregnancy, with many of the cases occuring in developing countries.
The Maternal Mortality Rate is in fact estimated at 920 per 100,000 live births
in the developing countries, whereas there are only 20 per 100,000 live births
in the developed countries.
In Gabon, around 230 women die in childbirth out of 100,000 live births,
and the infantile mortality rate is 61/1,000. (Source UNDP 2010).
Other facts, such as the relatively low rate of breastfeeding (7%), early
sexual relations among young adolescents, the persistence of epidemics such
as malaria and HIV/AIDS, or the high frequency of deadly diseases affecting
children, such as tuberculosis, severe respiratory infections and severe diarrhea,
also alerted the Foundation to the need for action.
Description of the project

“When leaving University,
we directly enter the professional
world, and so it is important to
undergo training for a short period
to develop our technical skills.
The training offered within the
context of the TUSME program
allowed me to learn new practices
in the prevention of HIV/AIDS
transmission from Mother to Child.
Through this training, I also learned
that it was essential to create
a climate of trust between the patient
and the midwife. I am very happy
to have undergone this training...”
Diane Mariella Idiba, Midwife
at the University Hospital
in Angondje

Launched May 27, 2011, the programme: Working Together for the Health
of Mother and the Child (TUSME), carried out in a partnership with WHO,
UNFPA, UNAIDS and UNICEF, responds to three major objectives:
s Inform, educate and develop new behaviours and mindsets
s Reinforce the quality of healthcare in clinics
s Reinforce community-based healthcare
In 2012, the training programme for medical and paramedical personnel,
as well as the distribution of medical equipment, continued within the ten
health regions of Gabon:
s Reception in the hospitals
s Breastfeeding
s Active management of third stage
of labour (AMTSL)

s PTMC (Prevention of Transmission
of HIV/AIDS from Mother to Child)
s Family Planning

In 2012, the TUSME program allowed 18 maternity units to benefit from:

7,000 6,500
8,880 139
22
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medical kits

insecticide-treated mosquito nets

birthing kits

members of the medical
staff trained

Initiatives for Women
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“We are looking for solutions
to help all vulnerable people
find their role in society and
in the country’s development.”
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba

Distribution of motorized wheelchairs
Context

In Gabon, the social and professional integration of disabled people
represents an important challenge. There are not enough support programs
dedicated to these people and infrastructure to allow them access to public
services are non-existent.
Description of the project

The action of the Foundation aims to facilitate access to work and
establishments used by disabled people, in order to improve their work
or study conditions, and offer them a better chance of success.
From May 31 to July 25, 2012, the Foundation distributed 325 wheelchairs,
including 110 electric wheelchairs, 100 mobility scooters, 15 junior
wheelchairs and 100 manual wheelchairs, throughout the national territory.
A maintenance workshop was also made available to the beneficiaries
to offer them wheelchair maintenance services to ensure that the equipment
lasts for a long time.
The 325 wheelchairs were only distributed to active people (i.e professionals,
students and artists) who were limited in some of their day-to-day tasks by
their disability.
Wheelchairs were granted in the following cities: Lambaréné, Mouila,
Tchibanga, Fougamou, Franceville, Koulamoutou, Lastourville,
Port-Gentil, Bitam, Oyem, Ovan and Makokou.
Prior to being granted wheelchairs, beneficiaries were offered training
sessions in traffic regulations in order to make them aware of their
responsibilities and reduce the risks presented by public roads. Beneficiaries
were also made aware of the maintenance requirements of the equipment.
The maintenance workshop has been operational at Port Mole in Libreville
since July 25, 2011. In 2012, 1,214 calls were received and 233 repairs were
made (145 at the workshop and 88 in the provinces).

24
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“Thanks to my wheelchair, I can
now accomplish a lot of tasks that
were previously impossible.
I can work more easily and I have
more independance and freedom
as I can go where I want when
I want.”

“This is the first time we
have seen our country’s
government agents working
for the benefit of others and
with a lot of professionalism
and humanitarian spirit.”

1

Student and person living
in the neighbourhood

Angie Minko, Administrative
Secretary and beneficiary

The Solidarity with Disabled People has enabled:

325

110

15
100

100
18

6

50%

wheelchairs distributed in
the 9 provinces of the country

junior wheelchairs

manual wheelchairs

hours of training per beneficiary
on the use of the equipment

Activity Report 2012

Context

In the poor neighbourhoods of Libreville, people are left to fend for
themselves. In addition to the precarious social economic situation of these
neighbourhoods, women, children and young people are exposed to major
sanitary risks which make them even more vulnerable.
Description of the project

In order to respond to the urgent needs of the communities in the poor
neighbourhoods of Libreville, the Foundation, through the Mbandja Center,
coordinated solidarity operations covering cleaning, sanitation and other
initiatives designed to improve living conditions.
These operations were carried out in a partnership with the Red Cross
and the CNAMGS, and also mobilized over 100 young people from the
neighbourhoods.

1: Distribution of
wheelchairs to people
with reduced mobility
between the May 31
and July 25, 2012
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Solidarity in the neighbourhoods

electric wheelchairs

Beyond this response to social needs in these neighbourhoods, the Foundation
hopes to develop a sense of civic spirit and the willingness to volunteer services
throughout the country.
Results
The organization of a group made up of
25 young people joined together in an
association called TOUMOUGHANI,
who regularly carry out operations
called ‘Roll-up your Sleeves’ at the
‘Baie des Cochons’

The organization of a group of women
who periodically carry out awareness
campaigns in the neighbourhood on
the use of insecticide-treated mosquito
nets and the importance of providing
education to young people

The listing of 88 young people not
in school and the subsequent help
provided to them by the Department
of Vocational Education

The listing of 36 widows and 15
orphans under the age of 21 who went
on to benefit from the services of the
Mbandja Center Widows Unit.

mobilty scooters

hours of classes on
traffic regulations

of the maintenance charge
on the wheelchairs covered
by the Foundation

Initiatives for Solidarity
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“The Mbandja Center has
allowed us to organize every
aspect of our project by using
the tools and advice of their
technicians who were quite
available and attentive to our
needs (…). Through their
training program, we were able to
fill in the gaps in the area of activity
planning. This was the first time
that we started with a vision,
developed a budget and defined the
strategic phases.”
Marcellin Ndong Ngomo,
Head of CHUPS ( Humanitarian
Center for Social Promotion)

Context

Civil society is at the heart of the social development of a country.
In Africa as elsewhere, associations cannot always play their roles because
they do not have the human, material and financial resources available
to be truly operational.
Presentation of the Center

Inaugurated in June 2011, the Mbandja Center is a meeting place for training,
reflection and advice where organizations from Gabonese civil society
come together.
The purpose of the Center is to be both a resource and training center, but also
an enabler for humanitarian and charity initiatives for the development of Gabon.
It includes a center for ‘Association Activities’ and a welcome center dedicated
to listening to widows and providing them with advice and guidance.
All services offered are free and open on a priority basis to those volunteering
their services and and heads of associations and NGOs who are members
of the Center.
Center for ‘Association Activities’

Since the inauguration of the Mbandja Centre, the ‘Association Activities’
unit has enabled the organization of 295 training sessions, which add to the
individual counseling sessions and all the other services offered daily by the Center.
In 2012, 197 training sessions were offered in Libreville, Lambaréné,
Port-Gentil and Gamba:
s Training in the assessment of the internal requirements
of Civil Society Organisations
s Training in the analysis of situations
s Training in project preparation and creation
s Training in budgetary management
s Training in project implementation and follow-up
s Training in communication
s Training in the accounts management of an association
Today the Center counts 160 members organisations working in the social,
educational, health and agricultural fields.
Distribution of the Mbandja Center
member associations by activity sector

A
B
C
D
E
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Cross-sectorial
Agriculture
Helath
Education
Social

23
6
13
21
17

Capacity for building a civil society
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“I lost my husband 18 months
ago, and my parents-in-law
chased me out of my home a
few hours after the death of
my husband. I remembered
a program I had seen on
television the year before on the
International Widows Day
and so I quite naturally went
to the Mbandja Center. They
took good care of me, reassured
me and provided me with
psychological support.”
Mireille N’no Engone,
23 years old

“Even as the wife of a judge,
I endured very difficult times
after the death of my husband
since my in-laws took everything
away from me when he died.
Without the Mbandja Center,
I could not have worked
things out.”
Widow Mikang

Context

In Gabon, numerous widows and orphans are deprived of their rights, and
become victims of theft and physical violence by the family of the deceased.
This sad reality is even more troubling given the fact that it is often accepted
by the communities.
Presentation of the Service

On June 23, 2011, on the occasion of the celebrations of the First International
Widows Day, the Foundation created a welcome center to listen and advise,
to inform, orient and accompany widows in the appropriation of their rights.
A free telephone line, ‘1455’, was also set up for widows in distress.
s June 23 : International Widows Day
s 245 million widows in the world
s 32,322 widows listed in Gabon in 2003
In 2012, the widows service unit produced the following figures:

741

590

547

56

162

8

received 741 people

welcomed 547 widows and
orphans in individual meetings

provided help in 162 one-off
instances (food kit, medical help
or transportation help)

processed 590 applications for
assistance (legal, psychological, etc.)

visited 56 homes

arbitrated 8 cases of family mediation

35

initiated 35 judicial
administrative procedures
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Spotlight:
Dialogue for Action Africa

“Widows are badly treated in
Gabon. Being a widow is like
receiving a punch in the head.
I was not legally married, which
meant that I had no legal right to
what my husband and I had built
up together. Now what is going to
happen to my 12 children and my
10 grand-children? As far as my
in-laws were concerned, I could
not have access to my belongings
unless I accepted to marry the
brother of my deceased husband.
Luckily, the Widows Unit
provided me with great comfort
and give me indispensable support
in my business.”
Widow Asseko

“It is totally obvious that
education for women is a priority
in developing the continent.”
Irina Bokova, Director
General of UNESCO

“The greatest treasure we can give
to children is not material wealth,
but rather education.”
Aminata Toure Camara, President
and Founder of SILFE

“It is the skills, it is the knowledge,
it is the discipline, it is the
caring of the health workers for
people’s sake that can make
the difference.”
The ‘1455’ free telephone line for widows in distress recorded 141,310 calls
in 2012.

A partnership with the Cecilia Attias Foundation for Women
Libreville, June 11, 2012

A psychologist provided a service to allow widows and orphans to benefit
from counseling. These psychological consultations for widows and orphans
allowed the Center to identify cases of depression in widows (41%) as well
as emotional problems in orphans (41%).

On June 11, 2012, more than 400 international dignitaries, experts and
representatives from civil society met together in Libreville to discuss
four themes aiming to put the African woman back into the heart of the
development of the continent:
s
s
s
s

Edna Adan Ismail, Founder
of the Edna Adan Hospital

Education of Girls
The Entrepreneurial Spirit of Women
Improvement of Health Systems and Maternity Care
Role of Women in the Promotion of Peace

‘The African woman is the future of the continent. She shapes the future
of our countries and determines the contours of the world of tomorrow.
According to the OECD, the activity rate of African women accounts for
more than 60% of the work done! In certain sectors, women are indeed
irreplaceable. This is the case for agriculture wherein women make up 70%
of the labour force and produce 90% of the food products of our continent.
(…) Our societies do not protect women as much as they could or should.
The idea of gender equality or parity is still too marginal. This reality
prevents women from being truly emancipated, and therefore prevents
the harmonious and sustainable development of all of Africa.’ Sylvia
Bongo Ondimba
Together the First Ladies of Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Namibia, Nigeria,
Rwanda and Senegal participated in a special session aimed towards
expressing their social commitments.
The Gabonese NGO ‘Arc en Ciel’ received an award for its work
in favor of vulnerable children, covering schooling, training and
social reintegration.
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Zoom: Dialogue for Action Africa
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The Foundation
in Figures

Resources
Financial resources

Donations from members of the Foundation
Private companies
Civil society

In-kind donations

Private companies
Civil society
Total resources

Amount in CFA francs

Amount in Euros

2,001,972,861
0
5,731,845

3,051,987.95
0
8,738.14

2,007,704,706

3,060,726.09

Amount in CFA francs

Amount in Euros

34,395,000
0

52,434.84
0

34,395,000

52,434.84

2,042,099,706

3,113,160.93

Amount in CFA francs

Amount in Euros

177,864,244
354,218,604
66,660,000
83,098,706
589,810,717
172,495,085

271,152.29
540,002.78
101,622.51
126,683.16
899,160.64
262,967.06

1,444,147,356

2,201,588.45

Amount in CFA francs

Amount in Euros

268,764,500
258,954,614
78,224,054

409,728.84
394,773.76
119,251.80

605,943,168
2,050,090,524

923,754.40
3,125,342.86

The Foundation accounts were audited by PriceWaterhouseCoopers

Spending by area of intervention
Area of intervention

Resources

A
B
C

Donations from members
of the Foundation
Private companies
Civil society

98%
2%
0%

Initiatives for Young People
Initiatives for Women
AKASSI Microloans
Initiatives for Solidarity
Support for Civil Society
Other support and grants

Foundation overheads*

Management costs
Program management costs* (direct management)
Communication costs
Foundation uses

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
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Support for Civil Society 29%
Initiatives for Women
17%
Initiatives for Young People 9%
Initiatives for Solidarity
4%
AKASSI Microloans
3%
Other support
8%
Program management costs 13%
Management costs
13%
Communication costs
4%

Total spending

*To ensure the social impact, our programs are managed directly with beneficiaries.
Assistance, monitoring and supervision is provided directly by the Foundation, which generates a specific cost structure.

The Foundation in Figures
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What they say
about us

“While 16 nations are participating
in the football tournament (CAN),
preparing to make their supporters
proud, the United Nations Programme
on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) is supporting
an innovative AIDS awareness campaign
of the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation
(Can Without AIDS), which perfectly
illustrates the leadership and commitment
of the First Lady of Gabon concerning
the fight against AIDS.”
Michel Sidibé
Director of UNAIDS, Editorial UNAIDS: January 20, 2012

“We are so grateful to our dear friends,
the President Ali Bongo Ondimba and
his wife Sylvia Bongo Ondimba of Gabon
for their leadership and active support
in helping us to include the concerns of
widows in the UN Agenda. Nothing
would have been possible without the
constant support of Sylvia Bongo. We take
too lightly so many of the things that
enhance the quality of life. For suffering
widows, the simple recognition of their
legal and human rights can make all the
difference in protecting them from a life
of dreadful misery.”

“In addition to her commitment
(within the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba
Foundation for the Family) in favor of the
improvement of maternal and infantile
health, as well as the promotion of the
empowerment of women, the First Lady
has helped me to obtain the official
recognition of the United Nations of June
23 as the ‘International Widows Day’.”
Michelle Bachelet
Director of United Nations for WOMEN in her opening
remarks at the Conference on International Widows Day
on June 23, 2011 before the United Nations in New York

“I would like to thank the First Lady
of Gabon without whom we could not
have made possible the International
Widows Day to ensure our cause is never
forgotten, as sadly so many widows are
easily forgotten. Thank you so much
First Lady.”
Lord Raj Loomba
Founder and Chairman Trustee of the Loomba
Foundation, Speech at the Loomba Foundation
Annual Charity Dinner on November 10, 2011

Cherie Blair
Founder and President of the Cherie Blair Foundation
for Women, Conference on the International Widows Day
on June 23, 2011 in New York
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Our Partners

Notes

Croix-Rouge Gabonaise

GABONAISE
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Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation
Boîte postale 12809
Libreville, Gabon
Tél: (241) 01 44 32 72
Fax: (241) 01 44 32 74
www.fondationsylviabongoondimba.org

