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40,000
9,255
8,060
5,000
4,300
3,905
450
346
97
84
60
19
7

people reached by the awareness
campaign on breast and cervical
cancer screening

women have been screened for
female cancers

insecticide nets distributed to women and to
families with low financial income

birthing kits distributed

HIV tests and 1,344 reagents
distributed to PMTCT services
operating within healthcare centres
and the Central Laboratory
women run in the ‘La Gabonaise’ race
to support cancer causes

students from two primary schools
received donated iPaads

repairs to handicap mobility equipment
made, in 121 provinces within Gabon

wheelchairs and crutches distributed

incarcerated minors (14 to 18 yrs old)
beneficiaries of french literacy, maths,
IT, and the highway code as well as
psychological support sessions
students in scientific preparatory classes
recieved iPads

cervical and breast cancer early screening
centres created or renovated and
equipped
young Gabonese students receive world
class education in world renowned
schools thanks to the Ozavino
Scholarship
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Foreword from
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba,
Founder

Foreword from
the President
of the Foundation

F

aced with all the challenges that surround us, some would be impatient or
discouraged. Whist the expectations are both numerous and demanding,
they are also legitimate, and it is our duty to offer what reassurance we can.
Reassurance through the development of viable projects, inspiration through
concrete achievements, and the commitment we have to always place the people
of Gabon in the centre of all our activities.

In

As before, in 2014, the Foundation initiatives continued to focus on our primary
concerns: the accomplishment of women, support to youth and solidarity
toward the most vulnerable sectors of the population.

Through protecting maternal health with the “Every Mother Counts” project,
we went out on the road to meet with Gabonese women and with healthcare
staff who run birthing centres in rural areas. We traveled far and wide across
the nine provinces of Gabon to assess maternity structures as realistically as
possible and subsequently support our people as efficiently as possible.

Of course, we still have a lot to ask for, and a lot of fighting to achieve the goals
that we have set. But my choice is to never lower arms when it comes to
defending these noble causes, and to always protect fairness and human dignity.
I would also like to encourage each and every one of you to mobilize, to engage
personally, within the scale of the family, the neighbourhood, the commune; so
that individual efforts become a collective movement, a hope shared, around
common values.
We all have a role to play to bring Gabon and it’s children to the summit of
their possibilities.

2014, we fully renewed our availability to see the projects and fights
which are dear to our hearts through to their conclusion, because
improving the wellbeing of each woman and each man of Gabon remain our
single challenge. It is for that reason that we must advance with constant effort,
professionalism, integrity, humility and humanity in every project which we
build and carry forward.

Through fighting cancer with the “Action Against Cancer” program which
intensified: new sanitary screening structures were equipped, diagnostic
structures were humanised and refurbished, information leaflets intended for
healthcare delivery services and patients were produced, the first cancer register
in Gabon was set up and work on the very first living space in the country got
underway.
Through protecting individuals living with a disability and in a vulnerable
situation.
Among other things we recall the selection of new recipients of the Ozavino
scholarship, the distribution and maintenance of equipment for disabled
students, the refurbishment of the study room for use by minors of the Central
Prison of Libreville, the support we have given to street children and always, a
concern for teaching, listening, respect and optimism.
More generally, we move forward spreading change through promoting our
values, for our principles, both within our own teams and in the wider
community across the territory.
I take this opportunity to thank each and every one of our teams for delivering
the very best of themselves and enabling the construction of a more inclusive
Gabon in which every woman and every man should find their rightful place,
stone upon stone, year upon year.
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Governance,
Values and Missions

Governance
The Sylvia Ondimba Bongo
Foundation for the Family’s
management method rests on the
importance of values. Solidarity,
creativity and innovation are first
and foremost in its ethos. Its culture
is a culture of the community, forever
looking to serve public interest.
Our objective is to act for the

emergence of a united and strong
nation that offers each and every
person the opportunity to contribute
to the development of society.

Our mission is to encourage

Our strength resides in our expert

all Gabonese people to become true
development partners and to take
responsibility for their own success,
so that everyone can benefit from
the new development opportunities.

knowledge of Gabon, of the issues
it faces, and in our capacity to
mobilise and bring together
national and international expertise
to encourage and promote the best
initiatives whilst spreading awareness
and a sense of responsibility.

Our scope is the entire Gabonese

population, including the most
vulnerable people, so that all causes
can be listened to and heard.

Values
Honesty and Integrity

Complementarity

We are evolving within a professional
environment founded upon trust
and tolerance, and we respond
dynamically and objectively for
the benefit of the greatest number
of people.

Our actions are designed to
complement those of the public
authorities. We work in
collaboration with the authorities
as well as with organizations and
businesses which respect
our principles.

Solidarity

We reinforce the capacity of people
and communities to take action
together in order to find sustainable
solutions to their problems.

Family

We believe in what constitutes
the pillar of our society and the
heart of the Gabonese nation:

our families and our communities.
Our actions are focused on
strengthening family values at all
levels in society.
Professionalism

We strive to promote an inspiring
and stimulating team spirit, wherein
each person is capable of working
effectively and can grow by
implementing concrete actions
for the common good.

Missions
Educate the majority on neglected

Act by setting up concrete

themes by speaking out for those
who have no voice.

projects that correspond as much
as possible to the needs expressed
by the populations.

Mobilize business people and political

figures by allowing them to get actively
involved at a national, regional and
even international level.
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Innovate by proposing creative

and sustainable solutions focused
on the pursuit of excellence.

Governance, Values and Missions of the Foundation
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Our Fields
of Action

Initiatives for Young People
We want to provide support to young people, to inform them,
stimulate them and promote their sense of civic responsibilty and
accountability so that they can better prepare for the future.

Initiatives for Women
We are striving to consolidate the role women already play
within the family and giving them a major role within our
societies by supporting their rights and enabling them to
acquire true economic independence.

Initiatives for Solidarity
We are constantly working to find solutions to help all
vulnerable people find their place in society and to involve
them in development activities.
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The Events of 2014

International Widows Day

In Gabon, almost 70% of widows are victims of violence and spoliation. Only
21% of them receive what they are entitled to.
In 2010, The General Assembly of the United Nations adopted a resolution
which had been put forward by Gabon, proclaiming the 23rd of June
“International Widows’ Day” in order to mobilise populations around the
conditions of these women. This resolution is notably the result of a long fight
waged by First Lady Sylvia Bongo Ondimba to bring recognition to these 245
million people widowed across the world.
On the 23rd of June 2014, we distributed 10,000 information leaflets relating to
the legal and administrative pathways which the surviving spouse is to go down,
together with mauve ribbons, a symbol of compassion for the widows both in
Libreville and across inland regions. This was meant to raise awareness for this
great cause of public interest. The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the
Family continues to lead these awareness actions in order to ensure that the
widows remain informed of their rights.

10,000

1

People informed on the legal and
administrative pathways open to
the surviving spouse

1,100
Anonymous and free call online

1: A Foundation
voluntary worker
handing out a
mauve ribbon
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“LCI: hope for the sub-region”

1

“My thanks to the staff, so
professional and committed,
united we stvand in the fight
against cancer.”
“Do not lose faith, my dear
brothers and sisters who suffer
from cancer. We will always
support you.”
Anonymous (messages taken from
the Garden of Solidarity and Hope)

Global
Day of Action Against Cancer
1

The Sylvia Bonjo Ondimba Foundation for the Family chose to celebrate the
Global Day of Action Against Cancer by organising a week-long project,
“Action against Cancer”, in conjunction with the Ministry of Health from the
4th to the 8th of February 2014. Activities were organised with the main
objective of lifting the veil on the disease, of encouraging people to speak up, of
breaking taboos and of combating the stigmatisation of patients:
• The inauguration of the Libreville Cancer Institute (LCI), medical structure
offering equipment at the cutting edge of technology in the treatment of cancer.
At the end of the ceremony, at the initiative of the Foundation, the Garden of
Solidarity and Hope was opened, a true space of expression for all who live
with and around the disease: Doctors, carers, patients, visitors, relatives …
Each and every one was given the opportunity to hang a pink or white ball
containing a message of encouragement, empathy or hope on the branches of
trees. This garden, is a small haven of peace where everyone can come to
gather strength and be boosted by the discreet affection of those sharing the
same challenge.
• Production of a televised debate and filming of a documentary on cancer and
the Libreville Cancer Institute. This platform enabled us to bring together a
number of quality speakers, each capable of conveying information and simple
and precise answers about cancer to the population. Different themes were
discussed; in particular the definition of the disease, funding and impact on
lives of both patient and relatives. The program was punctuated by
documentaries, testimonials and street interviews. It was also an opportunity for
the public to discover the Libreville Cancer Institute.
• Strengthening media coverage of cancer through partnerships with local
media for publication of articles and other forms of information about themes
surrounding cancer (prevention, detection, treatments and support).

“LCI, an ambitious enterprise
for the treatment of one of the
most traumatising pathologies
in Medicine, cancer.”

40,000 112

Anonymous (message taken from
the Garden of Solidarity and Hope)

People reached by awareness campaign
for cervical and breast cancer

Healthcare providers and 15
training staff trained

1: Medical staff during
the inauguration of the
Libreville Cancer
Institute
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Pink October, Inaugural Campaign

11

For the first time in Gabon, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation celebrated
of Pink October to fit in with its wider initiative “Action Against Cancer”: a
month during which we raised awareness of breast and cervical cancers.
The inaugural program, which took place from the 6th to the 31st of October
2014, focused on promoting early detection of these two specifically female
cancers. The campaign was based primarily around the 19 early detection units
operating within health centers in Libreville and in the province of l’Estuaire.

“We counted approximately 300
people for this first day.
We have opened up 5 stations
to receive them to help with
the flow of patients. In order to
reach this many women we
contacted the region’s
associations and made them
aware of our action, explaining
the benefits of early screenings”
Dr E. Eyang Obame
Director of the Estuaire regional
hospital in Melen

The objective of the Pink October campaign was to reaffirm issues and benefits
surrounding early screening, as well as to answer all the questions which
women may ask themselves regarding this process. Its’ aim was also to support
and mobilise health professionals in informing and directing their patients.
The structure we put in place during the campaign included:
• 19 refurbished and equipped health structures in the province of l’Estuaire in
which trained and highly motivated healthcare staff conducted early screening
sessions free of charge. This is how 5,602 women aged 25 and over received
breast and cervical examinations conducted in the early screening units.
Among them, 414 women were referred for cervical diagnosis and 169 for breast
diagnosis;
• An awareness campaign caravan comprising 1 minibus displaying the colours
of our campaign and 6 volunteers travelled across all areas of high female
affluence and activity in the province of l’Estuaire. In total 33,506 women and
6,210 men were reached by the awareness action during the first edition of Pink
October.
• Launch of Cancer information services on anonymous free phone 1455: almost
40,937 calls were taken over 19 days by 11 operators answering various questions
regarding female cancers, early detection, operational centres or LCI.

2

• 3 open-days at Libreville Cancer Institute familiarised the population with this
centre of technological excellence.

19
Cervical and breast cancer early
screening centres created or renovated
and equipped

5,600
Screening exams undertaken

41,000
Calls recieved on the toll-free line
1: Dr N. Ambounda
talking women into
earlier breast and
uterus cancer screening
2: The Foundation’s
volunteers during
awareness campaign
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1: 3,905 women
running together
on La Gabonaise

2

2: The Founder of the
Foundation surrounded
by her team

1

“La Gabonaise, the ladies’ race of the Gabon Marathon”

The Gabon Marathon was held from the 29th to the 30th of November 2014.
The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family took part in this
exclusively feminine race “La Gabonaise” which this year was dedicated to
fighting feminine cancers, as part of its Action Against Cancer program.
The second edition of “La Gabonaise” brought together 3,905 women, i.e.
twice as many participants as attended the first edition. This militant race
never seen in Central Africa, contributed to reinforcing an open dialogue
about feminine cancers, the importance of early detection and of not
stigmatising patients.

3,905
Women run in the ‘La Gabonaise’ race
to support cancer causes during the
Marathon of Gabon
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by participating, the First Lady wished to demonstrate her support for this
cause of great public interest as well as to set herself a personal challenge.
The private sector also participated in the strong mobilisation; among them
3 sponsors (Coca Cola, Andza and CecaGadis) who financially contributed
to the construction of Alice Home.
Feminine cancers, and in particular cervical and breast cancers caused
close to 400 deaths a year in Gabon. They constitute a priority target for
the Foundation.

The Events of 2014
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1

1

Context

Almost 30% of the population of Gabon are school educated. Despite the
authorities’ best efforts there still remain deep insufficiencies in terms of
infrastructure and equipment: libraries, multi-media hubs and IT spaces.
Science and technology teaching is still unsatisfactory.
Development of teaching applications, could provide a partial answer to
these insufficiencies. In fact, offering schools bespoke solutions to provide
both pupils and teachers with practical and flexible access to technology
and knowledge whilst stimulating creativity and learning.
Project Outline

The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family wishes to promote
these innovative and motivational teaching practices within the school
environment. Project iSchool, working alongside the Ministry of Education,
has the ambition of encouraging these pupils to learn in a different manner;
by tapping into the multiple possibilities provided by numerical tablets and
learning applications.
After an experimental phase which focussed on urban and semi-urban state
schools, it felt right to adapt this project:
• Giving wider autonomy to each school when it came to conception and
management of the project;
• Revising the target by introducing pupils from preparatory classes (postsecondary).
This is how in 2014, 60 students from scientific preparatory classes and 450
pupils from 2 primary schools were able to benefit from our iSchool project
template: internet connection, provision of 133 new iPads equipped with
learning apps. Teachers are trained to run the project autonomously: 17 of
them were trained in 2014.

60

450

Equipped students in preparatory
science classes

450 students from two primary schools
received donated iPads

1: Students receiving
a formation on Ipads
usage
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2

“Year 2014 was punctuated
by exceptional and personal
events linked to the attribution
of the Ozavino scholarship.
Thank you once again for your
immense support and trust”
Yéléna (student at University
College London)

Context

In Gabon, almost 60% of pupils in secondary and higher education are
recipients of scholarships. Overseas scholars represented only 16% of all
beneficiaries in 2012, against 42% in 2009. Furthermore, a majority of them
is studying in French universities. Prestigious post-secondary schools and
universities in northern Anglo-Saxon countries welcome very few of our
students given the high cost of tuition.
Young Gabonese people have an obligation to receive competitive training on
an international level, particularly given the interconnected, nomadic world we
live in.
Project Outline

The Ozavino Scholarship project intends to offer the best students of our
country optimal conditions in which to develop their potential by allowing
them access to the most prestigious schools and universities in the world.
Since 2013, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family has therefore
set up these Ozavino honour scholarships. In total 7 young Gabonese were
thus selected on the basis of their school results and of their aptitude for
leadership. They were able to join renowned higher education institutions and
receive an excellent education so as to become true actors in the development of
their country.
At the same time, the “Ozavino Greenhouse” was set up in 2014; it brings
together the best pupils from the equivalent of year 11 in the UK and
Sophomore year in the US, studying in state secondary schools in Gabon. This
concept was designed to capture these young people’s aptitudes early and boost
them to facilitate access to this high achievement scholarship. These pupils
benefit from a multifaceted support system in partnership with the Ecole Ruban
Vert; they also receive coaching sessions to improve personal development.

7
Gabonese students receive a world class
education in world renowned schools
thanks to the Ozavino Scholarship

1

6
Gabonese High-school pupils supported
in their studies through their admission
to the “Ozavino Greenhouse” program

3
3

1: Aude and AnneLaure, recipients from
the OZAVINO bursary
2: The Ozavino Nusery
3: (from left to right),
the Ozavino recipients:
Anne-Laure, Marie Lys,
David and Yéléna
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“This campaign allows us to
take the bull by the horns.
My screening went very well,
the midwife gave me a thorough
examination. I was diagnosed a
small patholog y which will
go with an appropriate
treatment. If I hadn’t have had
that screening I would never
have known.”
B. Michelle, 31
(Student, Union libre)

Context

The number of cancer sufferers is in constant progression; it went from 183 new
sufferers in 2,000 to over 1,000 in 2008. Feminine cancers are among the most
frequent , with breast cancer representing 20% of detected cases against 13%
for cervical cancer.
We are aware of a number of risk factors for feminine cancers: age (risk Increases
from the age of 30), family history, hormonal factors (early menstruation, late
menopause, lack of pregnancy or late pregnancy, inability to breastfeed)… It is
therefore possible to efficiently prevent and significantly reduce the incidence of
this blight on Gabonese women.
The government of Gabon has integrated these factors into its health development
strategy by creating a program against cancer from 2006. Opened in 2013, the
Libreville Cancer Institute provides a highly satisfactory operational response
to dealing with the disease.
Important challenges remain, however, in particular around feminine cancer
screening. These cancers can nowadays be detected at an early stage and be
treated before they become fatal; but few health structures have either adequate
funding or the trained personnel necessary to enable early detection of these
cancers.
Project Outline

It was with this in mind that the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the
Family launched its program “Action Against Cancer”, which is part of the
global and integrated strategy for the fight against cancer in Gabon. This
program gathered strength as the year went by was crowned with success which
led it to become the Foundation’s flagship initiative in 2014. Its underlying
vision shared by all actors and partners such as the Ministry of Health and the
Lalla Salma Foundation - Prevention and Treatment of Cancer - is to turn
Gabon into a pole of excellence in terms of cancer care and a leader in the fight
against cancer in Africa. The Foundation particularly concentrated on
combatting feminine cancers, focussing on women aged 25 and over. The
program has widened and continues to spread across the country to reach all
regions by 2016. It has the ability to have a global reach and structural impact
on the fight against feminine cancers.
The program has been articulated around four major priorities.
A first priority was to ensure the availability and quality of early breast and
cervical cancer detection within the target medical and hospital centres.

9,255
Female screenings and exams
undertaken

23

Activity Report 2014

Initiatives for Women

24

This translated into 90 newly created early screening units within 18 health
structures. To this aim, it was necessary to put in place the following
activities:

12

• Healthcare personnel trained in screening and diagnosis of breast and
cervical cancers, as well as in the treatment of pre-cancerous lesions. 112 care
providers, 10 specialists and 15 senior healthcare staff were trained;
• 500 training guides on early feminine cancer detection were produced for
healthcare professionals;
• 12 screening units and 3 diagnostic units relating to feminine cancers in
Libreville and in the Province of Estuaire were refurbished and equipped;

19
Early detection units opened, fully
equipped and refurbished

40,000
People reached by the awareness
campaign for cervical and breast cancer

“When the women know that
they no longer have to pay
20,000 or 30,000 FCFA,
they are more interested in the
screening. The difference today
is that the women come to us,
before we had to convince them.”

2

Dr D. Assoumou, Gynecologist
at the Regional Hospital in Melen

• All 19 early screening units were furnished with medical supplies
and consumables.
Progressively set up between June and October 2014, the 19 units enabled
9,255 cervical examinations and 8,317 breast examinations by the end of
December 2014. 104 cervical biopsies were conducted, as well as 254
referrals for suspected breast cancer. 61 women presenting with precancerous cervical lesions were directly treated on the spot, from developing
the disease later. Finally, 25 invasive cervical cancers were diagnosed,
referred and treated at the Libreville Cancer Institute thanks to the early
screening units.

3

Social mobilisation around the early screening programme for breast and
cervical cancers was the second priority of the programme. It was illustrated
in 2014 through an information campaign served upon the population:
40,000 Gabonese people, both men and women, were made aware of
feminine cancers through the distribution of information leaflets among other
things. This general action in particular englobes our “Pink October”
campaign.
In order to institutionalise these early cancer detection services, the
Foundation lobbied widely to put in place free care thanks to a note of the
Ministry of Health. The National Cancer Prevention and Management
Programme was created and each action of the Foundation was assigned
senior healthcare professionals.
Finally, SBOF has reaffirmed its support for the Libreville Cancer Institute by
pursuing its strategy to reinforce the scope of our teams (Moroccan experts
have been hired and Gabonese specialists have been trained in Morocco); or
further still by supporting the set up of a register of different cancers to
include Libreville and Oendo and their surrounding areas.

61

The “Action against Cancer” program has observed massive mobilisation
across the nation, both among healthcare personnel and amongst the
population. The detection units operational within the Province de l’Estuaire
and will be across three new provinces by the end of 2015.

Women presenting with precancerous
cervical lesions treated
1: Dr D. Assoumou,
from the regional
hospital of Melen

25
Invasive cervical cancer cases diagnosed,
referred to and treated by the Libreville
Cancer Institute (LCI)

2: Nurses of the
medical center of
Kango, during the Pink
October Campaign
3: A cervical exam

25

Activity Report 2014

Initiatives for Women

26

United for Health
of Mother and Child
“This donation is timely
because the PMTCT was
not avalaible in a lot of
SMNI. The midwives
will be working in better
conditions.We hope that
you will continue to help
us to go forward. This
initiative is highly
beneficial.”
Monsieur C. Doumi
Mougoundou
Activity Coordinator SNIS

12

1

Context

Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 4 and 5 relating to a two third
reduction in mortality rate among children under the age of 5 and to a three
quarter reduction in maternal mortality rates are far from being achieved.
Maternal mortality rates are still worryingly high in Gabon although they have
declined since 2000 (360 deaths for 100,000 births against 519 in 2000).
Maternal deaths represent 11% of all deaths of women aged 15 to 49. Too many
Gabonese women still lack the benefits of an experienced midwife, of an
adequate health structure or of the necessary medication to avoid complications
during childbirth.
In light of the challenge we face to reach the Objectives of the Millenium for
Development (OMD 4 and 5) for Gabon, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation
for the Family has set up a partnership with the Ministry of Health and three
agencies from the United Nations system: the World Health Organisation
(OMS), UNICEF and the United Nations Fund for Population Activities
(UNFPA), in order to reinforce the capacity of the country’s health services.

“This gift has eased the
medical centre’s burden since
it usually buys screening tests
both for HIV and Malaria
with its own funds…
Last June we conducted
an awareness campaign for
secondary school pupils
and to this day, 20 young
HIV-positive school girls have
failed to come back for their
results.”

Project Outline

Project TUSME (United for Health of Mother and Child) set up in 2011 helped
Healthcare given to pregnant women has been a priority for the Sylvia Bongo
Ondimba Foundation since its inception through prevention campaigns,
refurbishment and equipment of maternity wards and training for midwives
and other healthcare professionals.
The Foundation spent 2014 focusing its efforts on assessing maternity wards
across Gabon in order to improve childbirth conditions. To this aim, we made
a precise diagnosis of the maternity ward situation across all nine provinces of
Gabon in partnership with NGO AMERF, the Ministry of Health and United
Nation Agencies with the aim of assessing maternal health, neonatal and child
health services. The on-the-ground investigation, which was conducted on a
national scale, processes data collected across 89 health centres, 200 healthcare
providers and over 1,500 pregnant women.
A vibrant nationwide lobby was set up alongside the assessment; the First Lady
visited 23 health centres across 5 provinces during a campaign entitled “Every
Mother Counts”.

4,300
Screening HIV tests distributed
to PMTCT services operating
within healthcare centres and the
Central Laboratory

8,060

Dr Pascaline Essomeyo Ndong
Chief Physician, Bitam Medical
Center

Mosquito nets distributed to women
and families with low financial income

To add to this assessment, the Foundation equipped health centres with 5,000
birthing kits and 6,000 treated mosquito nets. Finally, to combat HIV/AIDS
transmission from mother to child, the Foundation provided health centres with
4,300 HIV tests.
The Foundation simultaneously led punctual actions such as Maternal and
Neonatal Health Day, or participating in World Aids Day.

5,000
Birthing kits distributed to women
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1: Young mother and
her baby at Makokou
2:Distribution of
insecticide nets

Initiatives for Women
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“I am a hairdresser. Before I
used to work while on the floor.
But now, its easier to do my
job, just because of this chair.”
Gisèle, 40, hairdresser, beneficiary
of a maintenance mission

“At last I can hope to live again,
a new life is beginning. Staying
locked up at home without being
able to move about… Now, I
can actually leave the home”
Jean-Léon, 52, beneficiary of a
maintenance mission

Context

In Gabon, over 2 people out of every 100 are living with at least one disability.
Despite government interest in promoting and protecting people living with a
disability, the issues surrounding how to care for this part of the population are
real remain whole: the disabled element of our society continues to suffer from
social exclusion and significant discrimination.
The majority of people living with a disability still have little or no access to
education, professional training or employment, to healthcare, or to sports, to
cultural or to leisure activities. The absence of disability-specific technical help
remains a concern, as does the low proportion of beneficiaries coming forward
to claim what they are entitled to.
Project Outline

The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family stated its commitment
to supporting better inclusion for people living with a disability from its very
inception. It delivers support by providing mobility equipment primarily to
people in the workplace, to students and to school children. In 2014, almost 197
manual wheelchairs and walking frames were distributed. This action is not
limited to Libreville; it is operational within all 9 provinces of Gabon where 17
towns and 13 hospital centres are now covered.
In order to make this project useful and efficient in the long-term, a repairs and
maintenance workshop was set up in Libreville. Since 2014, it has been situated
within the Gabonese Red Cross structure with which a partnership was
instigated. Maintenance missions have also travelled across the country this
year servicing towns and villages where beneficiaries are located, and
guaranteeing the good working order of the equipment beyond Libreville.
In total, 346 repairs were made in 2014 across the whole of the Gabonese
territory, 121 of which were inland.
The Foundation also continues to lead awareness campaigns for both
population and the authorities. This lobbying effort aims to make the social
integration of people living with a disability a reality

1

197
Manual wheelchairs and walking frames
distributed

29

Activity Report 2014

346
Repairs have been made, including 121
of them inland

2

1: Gisèle, 40,
beneficiary of a
maintenance mission
2: Beneficiaries of a
maintenance mission
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“At the end of my training at the
Ecole Normale des Instituteurs
(teacher training), I started work
with the Foundation on the
educational support delivered to
minors in conflict with the law
project. This was an original
and enriching experience in the
sense that one finds oneself faced
with very specific types of pupils
which necessitates very specific
methods”
Lieutenant Mouboga, Teacher

Context

Libreville Central Prison currently houses minors in conflict with the law for
committing a variety crimes. These youngsters aged 13 to 18 are generally
from an underprivileged background where academic failure is a recurrent
theme.
Now, we know that constructing sustainable and balanced plans for the future
necessarily presupposes an educational framework. However, the prison
environment is not sufficiently equipped either in terms of supplies, premises
or staff to remedy these educational shortfalls despite the authorities’
commitment or best effort.

2

3

Project Outline

The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family works to ensure that
the right of minors who are in conflict with the law to receive an education,
be upheld in view of their academic and social rehabilitation. In collaboration
with the Arc-en-Ciel Association and with the help of the authorities, it
constantly supports the Prison school to hand the youngsters the key to their
future rehabilitation.
84 minors were granted places on the literacy, French, Maths and IT courses.
They simultaneously receive Highway Code lessons and attend psychosocial
support sessions. Food and hygiene kits were handed out to improve their
living and studying conditions within the prison.

“My participation in the
activities organised by the
First Lady enables me to keep
up my knowledge in French
and Maths, but I would like
to ask for professional training
to be set up”

The complete refurbishment of the school and training of staff, as well as the
equipment of students with school materials now enables these incarcerated
minors to enjoy decent studying conditions and allows the authorities to take
over from this initiative in good conditions.
Support for these youth in difficulty is not only delivered through study
support, through academic boosting and participating in exams CEPE/
BEPC; it also aims to ensure a more widely based rehabilitation within
society.
The Foundation also continues to lead awareness campaigns for both
population and the authorities. This lobbying effort aims to make the social
integration of people living with a disability a reality.

E. J.M., Pupil, 17

84
1: Incarcerated minors
following a course class

Youths aged 14-18 received literacy, French,
maths and IT lessons as well as highway
code and psycho-social support sessions

2: Refurbished and
equipped classroom at
the Libreville Prison
3: Donation of Hygienic
and alimentary kits by
Carméla NGAYIS, the
social manager of the
SBO Foundation
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Context

It is thought there are 615 street children and youth in Gabon, according to
study conducted by the ministry of Social Welfare in 2003. These children are
for the most part situated in urban and peri-urban areas of Libreville. As a
measure to combat this desperate situation, the Arc-en-Ciel and Espoir centres
open their doors each year to approximately 100 children and youth aged 9 to
18 suffering exclusion or extreme precariousness.
The aim of this Association is to promote the healthy development and
protection of street children. This necessarily presupposes the ability to access
accommodation, education, medical care, healthy nutrition and leisure. Street
children and youth have a legitimate right to evolve in a protected environment
offering satisfactory living and hygiene conditions.
Project Outline

The child protection project put in place in 2013 enabled support to be given
to the Arc-en-Ciel and Espoir Association through socio-educational and
leisure activities, professional rehabilitation activities.
In 2014 the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation focused on:
• The pursuit of music education given to underprivileged children, and
organising a concert;
• The professional rehabilitation of these youngsters, particularly within the
hotel and restaurant industry;
An evaluation of the project was conducted in order to fine tune this joint
initiative and improve its impact for 2015.

1:Young flutists from
Arc-En-Ciel giving a
concert

“From now on, I consider myself
a fighter, I have ambitions.
I give myself the means to go
forward. When the Foundation
chose me, I learnt the meaning of
respect, values and work ethics.
Today,I keep those advises
within me ”
Arsène Moukambi, 22 , waiter
at Sodexo
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The Foundation
in Figures

Resources
Financial resources

Amount in CFA francs

Amount in Euros

Own funds		
Private companies
Civil Society

2, 087, 926 ,858
0
0
2, 087, 926 ,858

3 ,183, 023.98
0
0
3 ,183, 023.98

				

						
		
In-kind donations
Amount in CFA francs
Amount in Euros

Private companies
Civil Society

54,880, 642

83,665.00

515, 365, 318
2,658,172,818

785,669.36
4,052, 358.34

Amount in CFA francs

Amount in Euros

443,403,689
1,202,747,142
169,198, 998
21,616,500

675,694.57
1,833,576.20
257,942.21
32,954.14

1,836,966,328

2,800,437.11

Amount in CFA francs

Amount in Euros

646,660,586
91,655,752

985,827.71
139,728.29

				
738,316,338
Total Jobs			
3,925,993.12

1,125,556.00
2,575,282,666

Total resources

The Foundation’s accounts have been certified by Price-Waterhouse-Coopers

Spending by Area of Intervention

Action Area			

Resources

A
B
C

Own funds
Civil Society
Private companies

79%
19%
2%

Initiatives for Youth
Initiatives for Women
Initiatives for Solidarity
Other support (Financial or in kind)
				
		
General Foundation Expenses*

Running Expenses
Communication Expenses & Resources Mobilisation

Foundation Uses

*To ensure the social impact, our programs are managed directly with beneficiaries.
Assistance, monitoring and supervision is provided directly by the Foundation, which generates a specific cost structure.

A Initiatives for Youth
17%
B Initiatives for Women
47%
C Initiatives for Solidarity
7%
D	Other Support
(Financial or in kind)
1%
E Foundation running
expenses
25%
F
Communication Expenses
& Resources Mobilisation
3%
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Our partners

Our partners

Croix-Rouge Gabonaise

Association
du Corps
Diplomatique
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SBOF Team

Fondation Sylvia Bongo Ondimba
Boîte postale 12809
Libreville, Gabon
Tél: (241) 01 44 32 72
Fax: (241) 01 44 32 74
www.fondationsylviabongoondimba.org

A diverse, engaged and mobilised team for the community.
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